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“And David's Place Was Empty” 


By Max I. Reich 


° 1 Samuel 20 : 25. 


IS place was empty at the feast ; 
Man after God’s own he.irt, 
Hated with deadly hate, and forced 
In sorrow to depart ; 
In faith to wait until the day 
When Saul’s misrule would pass away. 


Christ's place is also empty here ; 
Hate nailed Him to the cross ; 
Seated and crowned in Heaven now, 
His recompense for loss ; 
Expecting there the crowning day 
When even-earth will own His sway. 


And are we linked. with Him above 
.Whe love His outcast Name ? 
Then ours to share His lot below 
Of homelessness and shame! 
He has no place on earth, apart 
From a believing, loving heart. 











The Blamegiving Service 

Blaming God is a exhibition of man’s folly. 
Perfect wisdom, perfect , perfect righteousness are 
not blamable. But the : rican Association for the 
Advancement of Atheism, -as readers of the Times 
know, after protesting in vain against President 
Hoover’s proclaiming a Thanksgiwing Day for Chris- 
tian ica, called upon people everywhere to observe 
a Blamegiving Day on the last Thursday in November ; 
and the Four A’s actually held such a service in New 
York City. It is good to see that an extended account 
of this fallacious blasphemy, published in the widely 
circulated and influential New York Herald Tribune, 
describes it with some satire and ridicule. “The athe- 
ists had a nervous afternoon because they were attacked 
not only on the theological side, but by Communists.” 
A Negro Fundamentalist minister had the courage to 
attend the meeting and make an intelligent protest 
against atheist folly and falsehood. He told 
plainly, “Sins have separated you from God.” Evi- 
dently’ a real ovation followed his address, for the 
audience admired this’ sincerity and fearlessness. He 
showed the stiperficial and evasive arguments of the 
atheists, and said: “They are not important. What 
is important, brothers, is to be born again.” The 
President of the Four A’s, Charles Smith, told of 
his own education at the University of Oklahoma, and 
said he had. been preparing for the ministry when he 
“saw the light of atheism through evolution.” There 
was, of course, no unity in the meeting; the founder 
of another religion assailed the atheists as shallow 
and superficial, and said that “God is real, but he is 
unomnipotent and unomniscient.” The atheists “prayed 
iving proclamation was read, 


and the chairman. cal for complaints against the 


administration of the universe. 
response, he challenged: “Come on. If anybody is 
struck dead, we'll carry you out.” While this is all 
pathetic, ignorant, and blasphemous, yet it is prelim- 
inary to a world-wide atheistic revolt against God 
which will end in Armageddon, when the returning 
Lord shall “dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel,” 
and, ruling with a rule of iron, establish his kingdom 
on earth. Until then, he calls upon: mén everywhere, 
not in judgment but in grace, to turn to him and be 
saved while they may. 
a 


When there was no 


Can. God Care? 


How can God possibly care for me, today, in 
the crushing burden that breaks me down? There 
are sixteen hundred millions of other human beings 
on earth, and there is the whole created universe, 
the heavens and the earth, to @®ake care of and keep 
in order. How tiny and unimportant my little needs 
must seem to God,—though they are entirely too 
great for me. Thus we reason as we look hopelessly 
around and see no way out of our darkness and dis- 
tress. But God knows all about our problem; he is 
watching us, he is thinking about us, he is loving us, 
and he is taking care of the matter just now, whether 
we know it or not. Some one has written the true 


lines : 

“Among so many, can He care? 

Can special love be everywhere?” 

I asked. My soul —— of this, — 

In just that very place of His, 

Where He hath put and keepeth you, 

God hath no other thing to do. 
It is true. His grace is sufficient for me, just now 
and here. The apostle Paul had crushing, heart-break- 


ing experiences, and the Holy Spirit told him to say 
to you and me: “But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
Another apostle, Simon Peter, who knew the meaning 
of humiliating failure and crushing burdens because of 
failure, writes to us: “Humble yourselves therefore 


Braving the 


HERE are some persistent, quiet, and almost 
tiresome words in the Bible to which we pay 
little attention until we are compelled to do so. 
One of these words is “waiting.” The influences of our 
time, and ptobably of every time, are on the side of 
hustle, action, achievement, and quick results. “Live 
wires,” as we like to call them, and “people who do 
things,” seem to be the ones to be envied and copied. 
And waiting looks like the very negation of vitality 
and influence. What was once the hall mark of great 
souls comes to“be the badge of the back-number, m 
our swift and impatient judgments. And since life 
is continually shaping itself so that we can do nothing 
but wait, mu!titudes of worth-while people excoriate 
themselves unmercifully as being quite out of the run- 
ning. Probably most of us know this feeling, and we 
may sometime come to know that what is now a great 
bugbear may be shorn of its terrors and prove to hold 
a friendly secret for us all, 

Monotony has had applied to it nearly every pos- 
sible epithet and uncomplimentary adjective. No won- 
der it seems something to be escaped at any cost when 
no one ever thinks up a handsome word to describe 
it. And yet the very people who in one breath indulge 
in depreciation of it will often be found in the next 
breath talking with rapture about something like the 
delights of “rural England” and of how they would 
like to savor them. Many of the delights of “rural 
England” you can have right at home by making the 
most of your~ compelled quiet times. But those de- 
lights are possible only because of the full saturation 
that has come from what insoethe 
monotony. Our present-day world fig’s,.with contempt 
of repetition, and loves to (alont- how men aré 

to“do the same thing 
imachine or in the cus- 


depraved and brutalized by ha 
tomary task. And all this has been challenged by a 
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under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you 
in due time: casting all your care upon him; for he 
careth for you.” 


is 
Without Disguise 


Very few people live entirely without disguise. 
There are things in every human life that are covered; 
indeed, God would not want us to uncover to the 
world or even to close friends all that may have been, 
or may still be, in our lives. As we confess to him, 
he cleanses by the blood of Christ; and by that same 
blood atonement the saved sinner is indeed “covered” 
for time and eternity. But, apart from this, men often 
seem to be that which they are not; disguises of one 
sort or another are commonly worn. Dr, Harvey 
Farmer, the well-known missionary of North Africa, 
said at the recent Thanksgiving Conference at Amer- 
ica’s Keswick: “It is very easy, if we are out of 
touch with the Lord, to wear a disguise. Are we one 
thing in the home, and then, as we pass out of our 
front door, do we slip on a mantle of piety?” He 
called attention to the truth that is so often over- 
locked by God’s people, given so plainly by inspiration 
through Paul, that “we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive 
the thing ; done in his body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10). 
And the speaker noted the literal meaning of the Greek 
word “appear” in this passage, meaning to make mani- 
fest or visible or known what has been hidden or un- 
known, or literally, to “be without disguise.” If we 
must be undisguised there, why not here? It is pos- 
sible to walk, moment by moment, abiding in Christ 
so completely by faith that he shall not only fill us 
with himself, but also clothe us with himself. When 
the Christian has Christ as his inner life and his outer 
garments of salvation, it is not a disguise but a blessed 
exchange or replacement.’ And only one who can 
dare to walk before his fellows day by day without 
any disguise is the one who can say, in sincerity and - 
in humble faith, “To me to live is Christ.” 


Monotonous 


bold recent writer, just as it was always being chal- 
lenged by those ancient writers. He says he “often 
wonders why the Chamber of Commerce of some 
manufacturing town does not offer a prize of, say, 
$100,000 for the production of an authentic specimen 
of a workman who has been degraded and brutalized 
by the performance of repetitive work. There would 
be no danger that the prize would ever have to be 
awarded.” None of us ever thinks it anything deroga- 
tory to the heart that it keeps right on through many 
years beating rhythmically and regularly and repeti- 
tively, and it is every man’s fear lest it should begin 
to do anything else. 

With ‘these things in mind we may be ready to think 
more handsomely and imaginatively about waiting. It 
may take more courage-to do that than anything else. 
It may even need more vitality. Constant restlessness, 
which we so easily interpret as the sign of vigor, is 
most likely to be the symptom of a lowered vitality; 
and when a man gets wind of that he will alter his 
habit and make better headway. Just when sameness 
and monototly seem to cover the scene and spell our 
exclusion from influence, it is most likely to mean the 
very opposite, and be a situation that now calls for 
more powers and adjustments and abilities than its 
opposite. Matthew Arnold has told us in memorable 
words but brief how he pulled himself together and 
got hold of himself with firmer grip when the monot- 
cnies of life seemed too much for him and he was 
tempted to run out and talk with anybody and every- 
body rather than endure the silence of his task. He 
said that one had to learn to be “unaffrighted by the 
silence round him.” The silences around the Lord Jesus 
Chtist were something awful, but he supported them 

il they broke and yielded and bloomed into- fellow- 
sip and friendship of which we are sharers today. : 
e may be living most at the full when -we are . 
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seemingly most inactive, Yet praying is probably more 
often than not deferred or broken because it seems 
such an inactive thing. Almost instantly we think 
of some tangible, visible, immediate exercise that would 
give us more quickly apparent results. Our forsaken 
prayers follow most of us reproachfully and, awithout 
our knowing, account for a large part of our vanished 
poise and peace. Waiting on the Lord we now see 
to have been the thing that was most needed. We fail 
of the influence we desired, and often of any influence 
at all, because we have no “great depths” and no pain- 
fully acquired and prayerfully increased reserves. We 
try to do good things, but right off the surface of life 
or the tip of the tongue. But always around us are 
people who never say much, are not notably active and 
never bustling or anxious, who strangely influence us, 
modify our action, recall us steadily to our best 
thoughts and hopes because they are steadily, silently, 
and mysteriously what they are. 

Waiting! Sometimes. there comes a hint of color 
about the word that was never there before. What 
James Smetham called “strange helps, hints, breathings, 
curious allurements.” 

A man of the active and impatient type has told 
us how again and again he was recalled from his 
natural dissatisfaction and restlessness unless he could 
be forever doing something, by the remembrance of 
the lonely Gilmour of Mongolia: when, one day in 
the terrible sterilities of his life and mission, Gilmour 
had actually gone out to put an end to his insupportable 
waiting by self-violence, but was called back to his mis- 
sion and all his remaining days by a passage out of 
a Gospel. A soldier in the Boer War has told how, 
when his command was moving toward a great attack, 
there came the order to lie down on the veldt. They 
lay in the grass for hours, chafing under the inaction, 
preferring rush and dash and adventure, Hours went 
by, and they felt excluded from all participation. At 
last rang out the command to rise. The battle was 
over, the victory won, and won just as much by the 
masterly inactivity which had held them in a known 
and appreciated reserve as by those who somewhere 
else along the line were permitted to take part in the 
onrush. 

We naturally pick out those portions of the Bible 
which deal with efficiency and success; but these slower 
and parently tamer insistences about waiting and 
set-vatk and pause and delay, —it is long afterward 
that we come to welcome them. It takes all there is 
in us, quite new powers, to meet these demands. The 
Christian character is rooted deeply in this old, plain, 
sacrificial endurance of waiting. And many a man 
who is essentially courageous and wants to’ take his 
part in the good fight of faith only fails to do so 
because the talk of his time has misled him into sup- 
.posing that the great moves in that fight are the dra- 
matic ones. 
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What Do the Times Advertisements 
Mean to You? 


One of the largest ministries of THE SuNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times is in the advertisements that it carries 
week by_week. Many a letter from readers has told 
of blessing that has come into a life through the an- 
swering of these advertisements. As the Times 
Family knows, it is the purpecse of this paper to 
carry only such advertising as is believed to be worthy 
of the confidence of the readers and of real value to 
them, There have been. some cases, to be sure, ine 
which the Traes has mistakenly accepted advertising, 
and whenever such a mistake has been discovered the 
advertisement has been discontinued. Agajn, many 
thousands of dollars’ worth of advertising that is 
offered to THE SuNpDAY ScHooL Times, or that could 
be secured, is rigidly excluded. Readers have learned 
that, becausé of-this painstaking censorship exercised 
of the advertisements, anything making its appearance 
in these columns is to be trusted—and they have 
given abundant evidence that they find them trust- 
worthy, 

Some readers, for example, do practically all their 
book-brying by way of the book advertisements ap- 
pearing in the Times, and by its book reviews. Others 
look confidently to the advertisements of sound mis- 
sionary societies, Bible schools, and other Christian 
organizations, as "a guide to their personal giving to 
the Lord’s. work. Similarly as ta articies of house- 
hold use or secular matters}. the readers depend upon 
these aswell. 

The Tres has asked readers to tell briefly how 
they use the advertisements, and interesting letters 
have been received: 


I desire to write in response to your question 
“How Do You Use the Advertisements ?” : 


Ever sincé I have been a subscriber to the ‘Tres 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


I have received great blessing from its advertise- 
ments as a channel of disposing of our tithe money 
that is not used in my own church or other local 
organizations. I sincerely trust and pray that you 
will continue to advertise only those organizations 
that are fundamental and real soul-savers, as I be- 
lieve that 1 am only one of many who depend upon 
the advertisements in your paper as outlets for faith- 
ful stewardship. Needless to say, I always mention 
your name when sending contributions to your ad- 
vertisers. 


My husband and I enjoy the Trmes so much, and 
he joins me in hoping that you will continue to be 
true to the Word of God. May God bless your paper 
and the staffi—A Pennsylvania reader. 


This reader and others will bé glad to know that 
next week’s issue will be another annual Missionary 
Number of THe Sunpay ScHoot Times, and will 
contain, in addition to missionary articles of excep- 
tional value, the advertising announcements of a large 
number of missionary societies and other organizations 
engaged in missionary work and the distribution of 
the Scriptures — organizations that aré sound in the 
faith and that readers may confidently include in their 
giving and their prayers. - 

Another letter discusses the advertising from a dif- 
ferent angle: 


Yes, indeed, I do read the S. S. T. advertisements, 
both from principle and interest (a quite uninten- 
tional pun). I read them on principle because I 
feel that the people who advertise with you are en- 
titled to the attention of your subscribers; and I read 
them from interest in two senses of the word — be- 
cause they interest me, and also because it may be 
to my interest to order what is offered. 


Agaia yes, there is something else I should like 
to see represented in your advertising section: Homes 
of Rest offering comfort, independence, and Christian 
fellowship. Or is,that too much to expect? May I 
give you an illustration from personal experience? 
Long years ago, in Switzerland, I was glancing over 
the section in a secular daily paper devoted to Hotels 
and Pensions in the Lake of Brienz district. When I 
came to the fourth advertisement I opened my eyes, 
gasped, and read it again, but it said the same thing 
at the second reading. The Chalet du Lac, advertis- 
ing in a purely secular newspaper, offered _— food, 
pleasant rooms, reasonable rates, and—daily fam 
ily prayers! Do you wonder that I went at once, and 
went again, and recommended that delightful little 
hotel to several missionary families, and to other 
Christian friends? 


But that was Switzerland, and this is America: 
even so, is it not true that Christian people often 
spend time and money on hotel life which offers stones 
instead of bread? Yes, there is America’s Keswick, 
at Keswick Grove, N. J., I know; but perhaps I 
should underline the pronoun and say, J know; for 
there are relatively few people who realize what Kes- 
wick has to offer between conference times, even as 
there are other people whose particular requirements 
would not be met there. Moreover its walls, though 
elastic, sometimes reach the point where they cannot 
be stretched any more. 


Assuredly I am not attempting to advise you as to 
how to compile a list of houses offering physical com- 
fort, rest, and Christian fellowship, at varying finan- 
cial rates; I am merely answering in sketchy fashion 
your one question as to whether there is any new 
department some of us would like to see represented 
in your advertising section. (Perhaps you might ask 
your readers to recommend such places as they know; 
and then you could write, calling attention to the 
advantages of the S. S. T. as an advertising medium 
going into Christian homes.) -But this is for you to 
say: as for me— DIXI!—A Brooklyn reader. 


A Virginia reader tells of several advertisements 
that were particularly helpful, as follows: 


The advertisements that have helped me most were 
offers of free samples from Union Gospel Press (Box 
680, Cleveland) ; Christian Alliance Publishing Com- 
pany (Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa.); 
Tabernacle Publishing Company (352 North Waller 
Avenue, Austin Station, Chicago); and one of those 
advertisements from the Moody Bible Institute Cor- 
respondence Course (153 Institute Place, Chicago) 
labeled “Can You Answer These Questions?” I 
have «also sent for some tracts about amusements 
and the movies, and for James H. McConkey’s “If 
Ye Ask Anything I Will Do” (Silver Publishing So- 
ciety, 1013 Bessemer Building, Pittsburgh).. A while 
ago I secured Mr. McConkey’s tract, “The God Plan- 
ned Life.”—A Virginia reader. 


A letter of quite a different sort will arouse real 
sympathy in the hearts of readers; for it tells of the 
heart-achey longing caused by reading the Times ad- 
vertisements : . 


I have taken the Trmes for a number of years and 
usually scan over all the advertisements. Some I 
- over lightly, as they do not concern me. Others 

read more carefully. The Bibles specially for 
students give me the heartache, because I want one 
but. do not have the money to pay for it. Many 

s—the religio-scientific kind give me ‘another 
ache for the same reason. Then the advertisements 
of the Fundamentalist Colleges make a heavy pull 
on my -heartstrings, and all I can do about it is to 
sae a couple of dollars occasionally to a Bible Insti- 
Then come the Cruises to the Holy Land and Egypt. 
It makes me fairly sick. I want to go but have not 
the money. ; 


Then come the many, many calls for help on the 


correct if‘ they do not agree with the Scriptures.~ 
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various mission fields, and the final wind by 
Howard Banks calling for prayers for corners ‘a the 
earth that you never heard of, where souls are starv- 
ing for the Gospel light. 

Then I fold up the Tres and lay it away, with 
a sickening feeling in my soul, because I can next 
to nothing to answer these various advertisements. 
Still I keep on‘ reading them.° r 


Now, Mr. Editor, it is up to you to say whether 
the advertisements in the Times are a blessing, a 
benefit, or a detriment, when they give me so many 
heartaches. May the Lord ever bless the Editors of 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TimEs.—An Illinois reader. 


Readers will sympathize deeply with this Christian 
brother whose interest in the advertisements is so 


keen and continued although from an unusual view-: 


point. A personal reply from the Editors to this 
reader contained the following:- “We feel sure, how- 
ever, that this deep interest which you confess in these 
causes presented in our advertising columns are a 
constant challenge to your prayer life, and through 
prayer you can be of the greatest help to the many 
causes presented. While you may not have much 
money to give, yet your prayers may set free to work 
in God’s service the dollars that are in others’ hands 
and in this way you may be helping much more than 
you know. We covet your prayers for the many 
causes presented, and we thank you for writing us so 
frankly about it.” a 

Tue SunpAay ScHoor Times will welcome further 
letters from readers on this large and important. sub- 
ject of its advertisements. Please write and tell what 
kind of advertisements have helped you most, what 
blessings you have received from answering any’ of 
the advertisements, and what character of advertising 
you would like to see in the paper which may not be 
there now. The Tres is grateful for all these ex- 
pressions of fellowship and co-operation, and for the 
prayers of readers for clear guidance in this as in 
all its ministry. 

“=< 


Was Judas Present at the Last: Supper? 


I have been a subscriber to your paper for about 
twenty years and have benefi it very much. 
At present am teaching a class of boys in the Web- 
ster Groves, Mo., Presbyterian Bible School, and have 
been trying to impress upon them the -wisdom of 
investigating for themselves, rather than just. accept- 
ing everything the teacher says. When recently dis- 
cussing the institution of the Lord’s Supper, I stated 
that Judas Iscariot was not present, having left the 
upper room before that. The boys took exception to 
that statement and showed a copy, which was in their 
lesson help, of the famous painting by Leonardo da 
Vinci entitled “The Last Supper,” which shows Judas 
as present. Just recently Tue Sunpnay ScHoor 
Times contained an article which stated that Judas 
was not present. Now if you will in your “Notes on 
Open Letters” clear this matter up from the Scrip- 
tures it will be greatly appreciated by scholars and 
teacher—A Missouri reader. 


Most Bible teachers believe that the Scriptures show 
that, while Judas was present with the twelve when 
they sat down with the Lord to eat of the Passover, 
he had left the table and withdrawn from the group 
before the Lord’s Supper. was instituted. It is im- 
portant to distinguish between the Passover Supper 
and the Lord’s Supper; they were not the same, and 
one followed the other, although they occurred during 
the last evening together in the upper room. This 
important fact is brought out by the Jate well-known 
New Testament. student and teacher, Professor Mat- 
thew B. Riddle, whose illuminating lesson notes were 
such a valued feature of THE SuNpAy ScHooL Times 
for many years. In his Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels he gives as the order of events: preparation 
for the Passover; the beginning of the Passover Sup- 
per; expression o desire by our Lord; the strife as to 
who was greatest; the washing of the disciples’ feet; 
the announcement of the betrayer; the institution of 
the Lord’s Supper. After this came our ’s fare- 
well discourse and intercessory prayer, in which he 
said to the Father: “Keep through thine own name 
those whom thou hast given me . . . those that thou 
gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but 
the son of perdition; that the scripture might be ful- 
filled” (John 17: 11, 12). ’ S 

John’s Gospel tells us that, after our Lord atthe 
table had uttered thé tragic prediction that “one of 
you shall betray me,” and had dipped the sop and had 
given it to Judas Iscariot, he said to Judas, “That 
thou doest, do quickly,” and “he them having received 
the sop went immediately out.” ‘Then, according to 
most Bible commentators, the Lord instituted the Sup- 
per symbolizing his broken body and shed blood in 
prophecy and in memorial. 

Matthew ‘tells ‘us that the institution of the Lord’s 
Supper came after the announcement of a betrayer; 
putting this with John’s statement that Judas went 
out immediately after this announcement of his pur- 
pose. to betray the Lord, we see that Judas was not 
present while the s Supper itself was being -ob- 
served. The paintings’ of even the best of the old 
masters céntain, of course, some anachronisms~ and 
unscriptural details; and are not to be looked to as 
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The infinite meaning of what happened at Skull Place 


The Gospel in the Crucifixion. 











By the late George E. Sutlle 


HET Pepe: 














N THE New Testament account of the crucifixion 
] of our Lord we are listening to the story that our 

God loves most to tell, for it is his good news 
to sinful men of what he has accomplished for their 
salvation and blessing. Central in his counsels and 
the central fact of history, he seeks by every means 
to make it known and will take every occasion to tell 
it. Alas, that men are so slow to hear! 

Yet How artlessly is the story told! No chron- 
iclér, left to his own wisdom, would have related 
the most momentous event of time and eternity as 
it is related here. Into no brief chapter would he 
have compressed it but expanded it into a volume, 
exhausting .all language to heighten the effect of 
the narrative. But the Spirit of God is the Nar- 
rator, and from the glad tidings he has omitted no 
word, nor added one, writing down what he de- 
signed as a part of Holy Scripture, so that wherever 
the story should be told these events that transpired 
at the cross must be told in connection with it. In 
every detail can be heard the heart-beat of the infinite 
God in his yearning over sinful men, and each one 
is in itself a complete Gospel. 


Let us take up these details in the order in which. 


we find them, and may he, who caused it to be writ- 
ten after his own plan; tell it once more in our ears 
and begin anew in our hearts the song of the Lord. 


Tue Two BarasBBaAsEs 
Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when 
he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be cru- 
cified. 

The cross on which our Lord was crucified was 
not made for him — save in the counsels of God from 
all eternity: it was made for a murderer and sedition- 
ist named Barabbas. It was the custom of the Roman 
Governor of Judea, on the occasion of the Passover, 
to release a Jewish convict as a favor to Israel, and 
Pilate, finding “no fault” in “that just Person,” would 
willingly have released Jesus of Nazareth, but the 
people demanded Barabbas instead. 

Why has that dishonored name become a part 
of Holy Scripture? It is there, like every other name 
in the Bible, because of its’ meaning: “son of his 
father.” It is there because it is a representative 
name —a Bible name for every sinner who is but a 
son of his father, born once and dead in trespasses 
and sins. But Barabbas does not go to the cross 
prepared for him. Another Barabbas, SON OF HIS 
FATHER, only begotten and well-beloved, goes - to 
that cross in his stead and in yours and mine. And 
an old legend has it thaf, as the darkness gathered 
round, Barabbas ran to its foot and, smiting his breast, 
cried, “O thou Jesus of Nazareth, I know not who 
thou art, but this I know: Thou art hanging there in 
my place!” If it is true, we shall one day behold 
that murderer glorified. For his cry expresses the 
faith that saves. “Thou art there in my place! It 
was my sins that nailed thee there! Yea, my sins held 
thee there, not the Roman soldiers standing guard, 
but my sins that kept ten legions of angels from 
flying to thy relief!” O soul, do you but say that 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and you are saved and safe 
forever 


Tue Scartet Rose 


Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the common hall, and gathered unto him the whole 
band of soldiers. 


a they stripped him, and put’on him a scarlet 
robe. 


Scarlet! It is the color of sin! For thus it is 
written: “Though your sins be as scarlet.” “All the 
soldiers,” acting for the Roman Empire —the whole 


world —in “the common hall” where all the people. 


gather, are occupied in the stripping of the Saviour 
and in covering him with the scarlet robe.. And the 
Spirit of God must tell it to explain why that sinless 
One should die! Our sins enswathe him, wrap him 
round, are “laid upon” him, while they that array 
him in scarlet take his own garments. This is the 
Gospel! My sins on Christ! His rainggnt upon me! 


Tue Crown or THorNns 
And when they had platted a crown of thorns, they 
put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked 
him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 


The last King of David’s dynasty ever. crowned 
in Jerusalem is crowned with thorns, in mockery of 
his kingly claims. The hand that yet shall wield “a 
rod of iron” holds now a reed, and the brow that 
alone is worthy of the “many diadems” wears a chaplet 
of thorns. The hour of the diadems is not yet come 
and the thorns are the price he must pay for these. 


The Homegoing, last month, of the beloved Presi- 
dent of William Jennings Bryan University sent 
a throb of sorrow and sympathy throughout the 
continent. Less than two weeks before his death 
Mr. Guiile had sent the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times proofs of the last message he had 
prepared for publication, and it is a privilege to 
give these remarkable studies in this and in com- 
ing issues. Readers were profoundly impressed 
by Mr. Guille’s sidelight on a Sunday-school les- 
son of last June, “What the Crucifixion Proclaimed 
to Men”; they will find that study included in 
the new series here begun, and much more ma- 
terial equally rich and unusual. 


As Dr. Henry Ostrom said recently over the air 
from WMBI (Moody Bible Institute): “‘ Whether 
as a distinguished member of the Extension De- 
partment of the Moody Bible Institute, or as 
lecturer in the Evangelical Theological College 
at Dallas, or as President of Bryan University, 
Mr. Guille exhibited equal dependence upon being 
humbly used of God to declare man’s origin a 
special, definite, creative act of God, and man’s 
redemption singularly and perfectly accomplished 
in the blood on the cross, and peace on earth 
assured in the coming again of the Son of man 
with the saved to reign upon the earth.” 








But here, again, the Spirit of God is proclaiming 
God’s Good News, for those thorns on the head of 
the King reveal him in his Saviourhood, bearing the 
curse of which the thorn has become the symbol. 

The third chapter of Genesis records the denun- 
ciation of the curse upon creation because of sin. So 
widespread and far-reaching has it become that “the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to- 
gether until now” (Rom. 8:22). To that chapter 
we must turn to find the full significance of the crown 
of thorns. There we find no less than seven features 
of the curse, and every one has been fully met by our 
Lord. 

First, is the fact itself: “Cursed is the ground for 
thy sake.” But behold how he has fulfilled that which 
was written of him in Deuteronomy 21:23: “Christ 
hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being 
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that- hangeth on a tree” (Gal. 3:13). 

Second: “In sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the 
days of thy life.’ And he of the thorn-crowned brow 
was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief” 
(Isa. 53:3), saying, as he faced the cross, “My soul 
is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death” (Matt. 26: 


38). 

Third: “Thorns also and thistles shall ijt bring 
forth to thee.” Behold that which became the symbol 
of the curse woven into a crown for God’s Son! 

Fourth: “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread.” Of him who was made a curse it is written: 
“And his sweat was as it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground” (Luke 22: 44). 

Fifth: “Till thou return unto the ground; for out 
of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return.” And centuries before our 
Lord was born, David, by the Holy Ghost, put upon 
his lips these words: “Thou hast brought me into 
the dust of death” (Psa, 22:15). 

Sixth: God had forewarned Adam that death 
should be the result of disobedience. Now the sen- 
tence is executed. “So he drove out the man.” Out 
from the garden of delight, where God’s presence had 
been manifested. That is death,—separation from 
God. To this also. Christ has answered. In that 
outside place, amid the thick darkness, he cried, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” 

Seventh: “He placed at the east of the garden of 
Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of the tree of life”’ But 
that flaming sword »has been quenched in holy blood, 
as it is written: “Awake, O sword, against my shep- 
herd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith 
the Lord of hosts” (Zech. 13:7). Thus did the Lord 
of life and glory receive the curse that was our due, 
that we might be blessed forever! 


Simon or Cyrene 


_And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, 
Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. 


Another name, of a stranger from Cyrene, fills a 
lace in the Word of God.- Simon means “hearken- 
ing.” That is more than hearing, for to hearken is 
to give heed in order to comply.” Cyrene has a 
strange meaning: it is “the supremacy of the bridle.” 
And how eloquent as the dwelling place of “the heark- 


ener”! Here is the true man of faith, He is under 
the restraint of what he has heard! Behold him with 
a cross on his back, following Christ! Coming up 
to the Holy City for a gala day, he espies the crowd 
surrounding the judgment hall and shoulders his way 
to the entrance as our Lord, surrounded by. soldiers, 
emerges. Here the soldiers, as is their lawful right, 
impress him into their service, and lay the Saviour’s 
cross upon his ample shoulder. And in a holy symbol- 
ism we behold the mark of the “hearkener.” The 
Christian’s badge is a cross; not on his watch chain, 
but on his back. “I have been crucified with Christ.” 


SKULL PLace 


And when they -were come unto a place called 
Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull... they 
crucified him. 


The world boasts of its wisdom and cries it up 
in our ears as the highest attainment. It summons 
us to listen to its voice and to be satisfied with its 
conclusions. To its fairs and expositions it invites 
us to behold its achievements, and it loudly prates 
of progress as it points to the luxurious appliances 
of our enlightened civilization. But: it sadly disap- 
points us. Progress? Yes, we gratefully acknowl- 
edge it. But when it comes to remoying death, or 
the sting of death which is sin, or, indeed, any of 
the darkest shadows that have blighted man’s few 
years of life, there has been no step of progress! 
Men still die, still groan with conscious guilt, stil) 
suffer the anguish of pain and sorrow. The sea of 
life, surging at our feet, is briny with human tears, 
and man’s wisdom has found no remedy. 

The apostle, in 1 Corinthians, descants upon the 
wisdom.of this world and its glaring contrast with the 
wisdom of God, saying: 

Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is 
the disputer of: this world? hath not God made fool- 
ish the wisdom of this “world? For after that in 
the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not 
God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching 
to save them that believe. For the Jews require a 
sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we 
preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling- 
block, and unto the Greeks foolishness; but unto them 
which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God, and the wisdom of God (1 Cor. 
1:3 20-24). 

And again: 

The Lord knoweth the reasonings of the wise, that 

they are vain (1 Cor. 3: 20). 


Foolish the wisdom of this world and vain the 
reasonings of the wise! Christ is the W1spom or Gon, 
and in him “are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” “In him was life; and the life was the 
light of men.” Behold the sinister spot where 
the extremes meet: “skull place,”—the utter wreck 
of human wisdom! Would you know God's estimate 
of man’s boasted wisdom? Behold the place where 
Jesus dies! Would you know man’s estimate of God's 
wisdom? Gaze upon the cross erected there! 


Tue Cup 


They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall i and when he had tasted thereof, he would not 
rink. 


The stupefying -draught; mercifully offered to cru- 
cified criminals, he refuses. Unseen hands are press- 
ing to his lips another cup which he must drain to 
its awful dregs, —the cup of divine wrath against sin! 
That he will not refuse, in order that, by emptying, 
he may change it into a cup’ of everlasting bliss for 
all who will to drink. For this he will give himself 
to the complete endurance of all that God’s judgment 
involves, anospting, no relief from men that he may 
afford them full relief from all the consequences of 
sin. 

Tue Seamiess Dress 


And they crucified him, and parted his garments, 
casting lots, 


In John’s Gospel the Spirit of God enlarges upon 
this detail, as follows: 


Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, 
took his garments, and made four parts, to every 
soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was 
without seam, woven from the top throughout. 

They said therefore among themselves, Let us not 
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that- 
the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture 
they did cast lots. These things therefore the soldiers 
did (John 19: 23, 24). § 


It was the custom of the soldiers that-.officiated 
at such an execution to take the garments: of their 
(Continued on page 718) 
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Gandhi in a speech on his sixty-third birthday 

lapsed from his non-violence teaching, declaring 
“that if any sacrifice can win our freedum we will 
not hesitate to let the Ganges run with blood to ob- 
tain it.’ In the Cawnpore riots the Ganges certainly 
ran red. Hundreds of Mohammedans were killed and 
some five thousand wounded. ‘These riots were started 
by Hindus because the Moslems~ycx:!d not join them 
in a nationalist demonstration, Women and children 
were burned alive, some having been hung up by the 
hair of their heads while fires were lighted beneath 
them. This is. undoubtedly what Swaraj would mean 
for India if Mr. Gandhi should succeed in his agitation. 

The breach between Mohammedans and Hindus, 
with the feeling that the British government encourages 
it, may explain Gandhi’s explosion. Lord Brentford 
is reported to have said to the Moslem leaders that 
his government was ready “to do the right thing” 
by the Moslems. Sir Mohammed Shaki and Shaukat 
Ali, Moslem leaders, reply, “Grant us our Moslem 
demands and we will remain loyal subjects of the 
King-Emperor.” 

An editorial in The American Israelite explains what 
this means, and one must remember that the Jews are 
especially well-informed concerning international poli- 
tics. Moslems wish a reinstatement of the caliphate 
suppressed by Kemal Pasha, a reinstatement not in 
Istanbul, nor in Mecca where the fiery Wahabis are 
in control, but in Jerusalem, the second holiest city 
in Islam. “Shaukat Ali has already obtained the con- 
sent of the former Caliph, the ex-Sultan of Turkey, 
’ and is now negotiating with Great Britain. With India 


Ga the Moslems, and Zionism.—Mr. 


as bis{ trump card he may easily win his wish.” If. 


Jerusdlem becomes the official center of the Moslem 
orld, Jewish control of Jerusalem and Palestine would 
& but a pipe dream. ‘Palestine would no longer be 
an obscure Asiatic province but a world center with 
the eyes of the world focused upon it. It would 
not be subject to the petty ward politics of the local 


Arabs since Palestine would no longer be theirs. Great: 


Britain would remain in Palestine as protector of its 


millions of Moslem subjects. In that internationally - 


important and carefully policed land, there could be 


ho Jewish state, but many secure and prosperous Jew- - 


ish communities.” 

This astonishing development in the drama of the 
East perhaps explains Mr. Gandhi’s recent pronounce- 
ment on Zionism. He tells the Jews that Zionism is 
a spiritual thing, a thing to be realized by the Jew 
wherever his abode. “This Zionism of the heart is 
a thing to strive and die for.” Here°is a canny bid 
from the other side for Moslem. co-operation. If 
England is considering Moslem wishes regarding Pal- 
estine, Gandhi is equally complacent, no matter what 
happens to Jewish plans for national life. Why does 
he not spiritualize India’s national aspirations in the 
same fashion? 


Further Reflections.—Jerusalem bids fair to -be- 
come a great bone of contention in the near future. 
The Papacy warned the Archbishop of Canterbury 
away from it. as if it were the peculiar heritage of 
Roman Catholicism, and indeed the Roman Church 
has all along been the quiet enemy of Jewish occupa- 
tion. On the other hand when’ Mohammed Ali, a 
delegate at the London Round Table Conference,: died 
during the sessions, the Temple area was offered for 
his burial place. This was the first time for centuries 
that a foreign-born Moslem had been buried in these 
precincts. It was a veiled threat of Islam against 
Jewry. The brother of Mohammed Ali spent several 
days ofter the funeral making menacing speeches and 
urging Moslems to imitate the Jews by the ‘establish- 
ment of a-Mohammedan University in Jerusalem. The 
- allocation of the Wailing Wall .to Mohammiedans: has 
been a sharp reminder to the Jews of the difficulties 
ahead.. May: it:turn their-eyes from the past to the 
coming restoration when all the tribes of the land shall 
weep because of Him, weep tears: of repentance and 
also of joy for forgiveness and restitution. The dis- 
appointments of Zionism have turned the hearts- of 
the Jews in Palestine to cry to. God. For forty .con- 
tinuous days and nights they filled. their synagogues 
with. a communal and -unbroken recitation ‘of: the 
Psalms. “No man cometh unto the Father, but by 
me,” said the Lord Jesus. When. Israel<sends up its 
-sighs and petitions in that blessed Name: they ~ will 
be heard. ee es 


Bread Turned to Stone.—The Mellons of Pitts- 
Burgh “are to build with unsparing expense a great 
Presbyterian cathedral at East Liberty in. that. city. 
The desi is to be by R. A. Cram, America’s out- 
standing Gothic architect who, bythe way, was brought 


up in Unitarianism and is now. of the extreme Anglc- 
Catholic party. We are told in The Presbyterian 
Magazine that the church “will be built of solid ma- 
sonry to last a thousand years or more.” Nay, indeed! 
“This stately and beautiful Gothic church and. the 
lovely chapel beside it will sound for all time their 
call to worship.” This certainly is not the point of 
vietvy of the Epistle to the Hebrews where one reads, 
“Here have we no continuing city” (13:14). 

The great building programs that marked the church 
life of America in the financially prosperous decade 
1920-30 were as characteristic of that time as the 
theological apostasy of the same decade. These vast 
millio s represent in many cases a diversion from more 
specifically Christian objects, such as missions and 
charity. What was given to the church to distribute 
as bread to hungry souls -has been turned to stone. 
They have left too commonly a heavy’ burden of 
mortgage to be carried in the present lean years. The 
up-keep in heating, repairs, and the like, of the lovely 
English-Gothic “church houses” is another tax and 
another subtraction from missionary contribution. 
These financial burdens give to the rich in the church 
an undue influence since church and pastor must look 
to the rich to shoulder them. This again too often 
gives to worldly persons a commanding place in de- 
termining the policies of the church. Such church 
club-houses frequently become incitements to club- 
life in a church, with suppers, entertainments, and the 
like. So does the vicious circle fill in its curves. 

The beautiful, golden-domed Church of the Re- 
deemer in Moscow was erected as a votive offering to 
commemorate through all time the national deliverance 
of Russia from the Napoleonic invasion. Now it is 
to be razed to the ground and the site to be used for 
a Palace of the Soviets,—a center for Communist 
congresses and the like. This should give food for 
reflection to all starting on ambitious church-construc- 
tion programs. 

The greatest tragedy in modern American life 
has been the perversion of Christian educational in- 


stitutions. The Rev. Arthur Kinsolving, formerly 
Rector of Grace Church, Amherst, Mass., says of ' 


this thing: 
“Christ-inspired men never created anything finer 
for young ‘people, except the home, than our educa- 





John Bunyan in Tibet 





‘Pilgrim’s Progress” has been translated 
into Tibetan and isa best seller on the northern 
slopes of the Himalayas, The presses can 
hardly keep up with the demand! The 
illustrations are drawn to suit Eastern con- 
ceptions. Christian appears in an Indian 
costume as a traveler; and Faithfu! in a suit 
of chain-armor. Vanity Fair is represented 
by a typical market place of the East with 
side-shows of dancing girls and performing 
snakes. 











tional institutions. Our ancestors gave their land and 
savings, their time and sometimes their lives, because 
they loved young people and loved their Master, and 
wanted to give a larger chance to others than. they 
had had themselves. The portraits of these good men 
still hang on college walls and they are mocked by 
what goes on. Their sacrifice is mocked. Jesus Christ, 
to whom these institutions were dedicated, has been 
crowded out. a ; 
“Graduates are leaving by the hundreds who intend 
to employ their cleverness toward getting ahead in 
the world and having a gay time, and. the old world 
looks in vain for replenishing the ranks of the helpers, 
the kind, unselfish doctors, the patient teachers, the 
earnest writers, the faithful parsons. Instead of the 
humble are bred the proud. Instead of the enthusiastic 
come the indifferent. Instead’ of the servants the 


grasping and self-satisfied. As far as religion goes, . 
the expression the colleges wear right now jis a be-— 


wildered stare while worldliness day after day takes 


: the case-by default. While we are priding ourselves 


on the efficiency of ‘our factories -at building things, 
God sighs -for our ‘carelessness at the important process 
of ing men and. women.” -~ sai | aa 


What ‘our. colleges. might have: been. and. what 
they were intended to be if only trustees had been 


- the soil of China is infected 
: case of tetanus, or lockjaw, is so great that puncture 


faithful and Christian people watchful, appears in an 
account of the professors in Wheaton College. The 
head of the Department of Chemistry has a Ph.D: from 
the University of Chicago, During his student days 
he suffered bitter persecution for his Christian testi- 
mony. He is a man who leads students to Christ. The 
other teachers of chemistry are of the same sort. The 
head of the Physics and. Mathematics Department 
was, at one time, research professor.at Harvard and 
is Ph.D. of Cornell. He is much called on by engineer- 
ing firms for consultation and he takes part with 
Wheaton students in street meetings. The Depart- 


ment of Biology is Ph.D. of Ohio State University. © 


He holds to the Christian doctrine of creation and 
his assistants agree with him. All the work in the 
department is fully accredited by the American Medi- 
cal Association, and students who have taken these 
biological courses have, in many cases, had brilliant 
records in medical colleges and in post-graduate 
schools of science. President Buswell_of Wheaton 
has letters from similar high grade scientists and 
Christians in de-Christianized. schools who write ‘in 
this vein: “I should count it a great privilege to 
teach in a faculty composed of ristian men and 
women. I am giving my testimony here in this worldly 
place, but I feel smothered by such associations. I 
am hindered from teaching the best things I know.” 

A Wheaton basket ball team goes away at week-ends 
for games. A Presbyterian pastor tells how they 
spent Sunday after the Saturday contest. They came 
to his church as strangers, but since Sunday-school 
teachers were missing they volunteered as substitutes. 
In the afternoon they organized a group and held a 
song service in the jail, returning in time to lead the 
Christian Endeavor meeting. Then the pastor asked 
them to take charge of his evening service and in 


place of the pastor’s sermon each one gave his _testi- 


mony. “It was the finest influence that had come 
among my young people for a long time.” 


“I am a Christian, but I -have a quarrel with 
missionaries.” - These words, quoted in atr address 
by. Mr. Outerbridge at a meeting of the American 
Board’ of Commissioners ‘for Foreign Missions “at 
Seattle, came from Chow-Kwo Hsien, envoy ‘of*-the 
Chinese government at Ottawa. ~The two -were-in 
conversation. in a railway train in China. ‘Mr. Hsien 
explained how, during his long residence in America, 
he had been pondering on the secret forces which 
had developed the philanthropic spirit of Canada and 
the United States: ~There :was only one explanation, 
the spirit of Christ: in the hearts of men. Them *he 
went on: 3 we : » mash 2 

“There is no hope of China emerging fronyher 
chaos and tragedy ‘until there shall be sufficiently large 
numbers of ‘men and women who “have been brought 
into. the experience of the life that is in Jesus Christ. 
We do not need your money. as much as this ‘same 
spirit of Jesus which has made ‘your country great. 


- You missionaries lean over ‘backward in being willing 


to -hide your -Christian Gospel’ if it is not welcomed, 


‘in. being content to share in Social reforms ‘and eco- 


nomic: uplift: at“every point.. This: you have done and 
done well. But it is not enough. Until through your 
efforts the thought of China shall be permeated by 
the personality of Jesus Christ China will not be able 
to ei dt social reforms. That is your greatest 
task.” =: ce 

““American’ in China,” Mr. Outerbridge goes on—to 
say, “is synonymous with good-will, olence, and 
a readiness tu share in the hour of crucial need. But 
the real job is to win men to Christ. . .: In July;“o30, 
I visited, in connection with ‘our famine prevention 
work, the Belgian Catholic missionaries at Bern “a 
Shansi. The Bishop said to me quietly, ‘We C 
have a greater responsibility in ‘China ‘today than’ ever 
before because you “Protestants ‘have fiegléctéd your 
emphasis upon. the Saving power of Jesus Christ ‘and 
are so, engaged in works of education, social service, 
and medical relief that too few give full time to the 
preaching iof ‘the Gospel.’” é sith 

‘One c ave only words: of admiration - for the 


work‘of hospital and orphanage and leper asylum on . 


the mission-field. There are, however, forms of higher 
education: which need. correction if not abandonment. 

The hospital of the Southern Presbyterian Mis- 
sion in Tsingkiangpu, China, illustrates the blessed 
ministry of the mission hospital in a high degree. It 
fights diphtheria and fises yearly two million units of 
diphtheria antitoxin. In epidemic time. this use has 
gone up to eight million units in two months, Even. 
and. this “infection in the 


of anti-tetanic serum as 


wounds require‘an injecti 
Kala Azar is a disease that demands 


soon as seen, 
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much attention, and in fact 3,003 patients were treated 
last year for it. Fortunately natives. with more or 
less training are scattering through the province giv- 
ing the injections for this disease. But the Presby- 
terian Hospital has pioneered the cure.. In 1930 the 
hospital kitchen served a total of 266,467 meals to 
patients, and the hospital receipts from patients 


- amounted to $77,004. (Mexican) out of the $91,579 


spent. The hospital has daily preaching in the clinic 
chapel, and daily morning chapel. It distributed a 
hundred thousand tracts to patients last year. The 
tremendous influx of Kala Azar patients, — six hun- 
dred béing treated at a time—has given exceptional 
opportunities for evangelism. 


Kiangsi is Under the Communist Heel.—It is also 
experiencing revival in which Dr. S. C. Sung is at 
the fore. Hundreds of students flock to hear him 
daily, Bibles. and New Testaments are in great de- 
mand, many opposers are converted. Over a hundred 
are doing village and personal evangelism. 

Dr. Sung’s father was a preacher who used to take 
his. little son daily to a hill where they prayed for 
the church and for themselves. Brought up in the 
atmosphere of prayer he is able to say that he has 
never had an unanswered prayer. He prayed his way 
to-America and prayed his way through Ohio Wes- 
leyan College at the head of his class, supplementing 
his prayer with arduous work which involved even 
the cooking of his own meals. As a young Ph.D. he 
was offered a large salary to teach in Peking. He 
went to a seminary to study for the ministry. At the 
end of the first term he shut himself up in his room 
for two weeks with the open Bible before him to fight 


it out on his knees. There God met him and his 


American-bred doubts vanished in a baptism of the 
Spirit. - ‘ 

The theologians thought him insane from over-study 
and packed him off to “a nice place,” which proved 
tobe an asylum. Here he was kept 1093 days, during 
which time he did nothing but pray and read the Bible. 
It -proved to be the best kind of seminary work, for 
today he can take any passage and make it live as few 
can. He spends hours daily with the Bible, and this 
is the secret of his power with men. 


The Bible-honoring church of Manchuria is the 
subject of an encouraging statement in the last annual 
report of the American Bible Society. Mr. Jowe, who 
writes it, speaks of the frontier people in Manchuria, 
with their simplicity of taste, straightforwardness of 
character, and naturally enterprising pioneering spirit, 
as becoming “the great and model church builders 
of China. Halting hesitancy, selfish calculation, and 
dubious timidity,, which have so often handicapped 
noble: efforts for self-propagating churches inside the 
Great Wall, were entirely left behind when people 
came into the new country.” 

Examples! -A church in the suburb of Moukden 
taises $5,000 (Mexican) yearly. This money comes 
by itself; nobody is asked. The pastor of the church 
is a man of sound Biblical training who expounds 
the Bible chapter by chapter Sunday after Sunday. 


. When he finishes the Gospel according to Matthew 


he begins with Mark. The Christians in Haflun, poor 
people, put up last year a church costing $12,000. They 
support a school which takes $350 yearly to run, and 
pay their pastor $600. 

“How many miles one has to travel inside the 
Great Wall before one can find a similar group of 
Christians so daring and so enterprising! The avidity 
with which they ordered the various kinds of Bibles 
astonished me, but this astonishment served to unravel 
to me the secret of their zeal and power. One finds 
many similar churches when traveling in Manchuria, 
rightly built from the bottom, free and independent, 
taking God at his Word. The influence of destructive 
criticisms directed against the Old Testament has made 
it a fashion among thousands of Christians to carry 
and read only the New Testament. My heart was 
thrilled again and again as I traveled from city to 
city in Manchuria to witness the tremendous demand 
for and zealous insistence on the whole Bible as the 
Word of God. And it was a most glorious spectacle 
to see whole congregations produce their own Bibles 
whenever a passage of Scripture was being read from 
the pulpit. It reminded one of the great days of the 
Reformation when the Word of God was supreme: in 
the minds of Protestant Christians. It was in this 
avenge that Protestant Christianity conquered the 
world. 

“Almost all the farmers in Manchuria are owners 
or cultivators of tremendous grain fields, and are 
dealers in their own grain. It has become a custom 
for them to stay in town until they get good prices 
for their grain. This makes them susceptible to town 
influences and to Gospel propagation. I knew a warm- 
hearted Christian in Heilungkiang who voluntarily 
went out daily to sell Bible portions. One morning 
I saw him return in a couple of hours. He was wet 
from the showers but had sold two hundred on that 
rainy morning.” 

The Ch-‘stian and Missionary Alliance is laying 
siege to Tibet at many points of the border. At 
Mincow Mr. and Mrs. William Ruhl have labored 
for thirty-five years. Their frontier work has grown 
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from a single center with a few scattered inquirers 
to a score of established stations and outstations with 
hundreds of baptized Christians. Mr, Fesmire works 
at Toachow Old City. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ekvall 
are at the farthest outpost in Northeast Tibet, Ya 
Thsk Hlamo. He has gone where no white man has 
preceded him, on the bare plateau 13,000 feet above 
the sea. His father before him, David Ekvall, was 
stoned by enraged priests in the courtyard of the 
La Brang Monastery, but succeeded in opening up 
three cities to the Gospel where are now mission sta- 
tions with self-supporting churches. Near Heh Tsuh 
Monastery are stationed Mr. and Mrs. Koenigswald. 
This large monastery is the strategic center for reach- 
ing the second line of interior Tibetan monasteries 
and trading villages. Mr. Koenigswald’s thorough 
knowledge of Tibetan well fits him for translation 
work, and the literature he prepares will go far into 
the interiér of this closed land. In a station just 
across the river from the great La Brang Monastery, 
fourth largest in Tibet, Mr. and Mrs. Griebenow -are 
settled. Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Carlson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis Dork labor among the Tebbu Tibetans 
at Drakgumna, in isolation and danger. In the North 
east of the Tibetan field are Mr. and Mrs. Carter 
Holton, giving their lives to the Salar Mohammedans 
of the city of Shunhua. This place is called the pow- 
der pot of Chinese Mohammedanism, a center of feud 
and brigandage, robbery and revolt. The Holtons have 
passed through the severe strain of the siege and 
capture of Mincow by Mohammedan brigands, have 
been at death’s door with typhus, have been robbed of 
their possessions by bandits, yet hold on courageously. 

The difficult Tibetan work has progressed rapidly 
in the last decade. Five mission stations are now es- 
tablished inside Tibet. Instead of resentment and in- 
difference of an earlier day the missionaries can count 
on friends by the hundreds among the Tibetan people. 
The eight established Chinese churches connected with 
this Tibetan mission with their many outstations are 
now fully self-supporting, self-governing, and self- 
propagating. 


In Darkest Ireland.—The Catholic Action groups, 
ten thousand in number, which Mussolini has sup- 
pressed in Italy, are paralleled in other countries, and 
it is unquestionably the purpose of the Papacy to or- 





New Christians in Italy 





The Rev. Stefano Testa, visiting Italy, 
finds that the most active and enthusiastic 
Protestants are those having the simplest 
forms of worship and the most democratic 
government. Non-liturgical churches make 
a better appeal to the Italians who leave the 
Roman church. “In Rome I visited a great 
congregation of Pentecostalists in an ill-ven- 
tilated sub-cellar like a catacomb, excavated 
under a building. Seven baptisms took place 
that night. One of the converts was an 
engineer who last year rebuilt the campanile 
of the Catholic church of St. Lorenzo and 
collected the money fer the work among his 
friends. Some of these congregations in 
Sicily march, singing hymns as they go, to 
the brook near their towns, where they 
baptize their converts. 











ganize these militant societies for political action every- 
where. A pamphlet called “Catholic Action in Ire- 
land,” which is sold in all Irish Catholic churches, 
describes the purpose of Catholic Action to be “the 
organizing of lay Catholics into an army to mold 
public opinion in accordance with Catholic principles 
and to restore in public and private the Catholic mode 
of life in order to re-Catholicize public life and opin- 
ion. . . . It would be a body to which men and women 
and young people of both sexes would belong, whose 
members would be pledged to work for the furtherance 
of Catholic principles in whatever way may be deter- 
mined by the Central Council of the Organization. 
. . - If no other end were to be achieved by Catholic 
Action than the extermination of Souperism (the Irish 
Catholic name for evangelization) its formation would 
be fully justified.” 

The purpose of the hierarchy is to make Ireland 
wholly Catholic by gradually squeezing out the Prot- 
estant population. In ten years this population in the 
Irish Free State has been reduced by a third. The 
Blue Book of the General Assembly shows how Pres- 
byterianism is gradually becoming extinct outside of 
Dublin, while in Dublin itself there are now only 600 
Presbyterian families as against 1,506 a quarter of a 
century ago. Yet the Irish people themselves are 
noticeably more friendly to colporteurs and more open 
to Christian teaching than ever before. 

The next Eucharistic Congress is to be held in. Dub- 
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lin in pursudiéé’O® this policy of the intensification of 
Irish Catholicism. ~ Some $400,000 has already been 
extracted front thé “poorLrish to ‘pay ‘the bills. The 
Congress authorities have “requested the Government 
to illuminate its offices and to compel banks and busi- 
ness houses to do likewise. A Catholic paper, The 
Universe, talks to Trinity College (Protestant) in the 
following bullying way: “Trinity College could hardly, 
feel comfortable in participating in a Eucharistic Con- 
gress. Still it might feel embarrassed to be the one 
dark spot in a brilliantly lighted city.” 


Contemporary Christian Biography.—John . H. 
Liddy, B.A. (London), was for twenty years a de- 
voted colporteur in Ireland. He was reared a Roman 
Catholic and as a young man was an ardent Parnellite 
politician, His uncle who had volunteered to fight for 
the Pope against Garibaldi came back from Rome 
disgusted with what he saw there and no doubt in- 
fluenced his nephew in an anticlerical direction. But 
his conversion was on this wise. He had gone to the 
funeral of a much esteemed and beloved Protestant 
physician and was greatly moved by the Scripture 
reading, especially with 1 Thessalonians 4: 16, 17: “For 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout . . . so shall we ever be with the Lord.” He 
wondered from what book the words came, but did 
not care to show his ignorance by asking, and only 
learned afterward that it was the New Testament. 
Yet he was a graduate of London University! 

When next he went to confession: (The Christian 
Irishman tells the story) he made no mention of the 
funeral. The priest asked when he had finished, “Is 
that all?” 

“Yes, that is all.” 

“But were you not at the doctor’s funeral service?” 

“Yes, but that was not a sin.” 

The priest insisted on the contrary and demanded 
that he come back in a week and confess it as such. 
Liddy came back, but was obdurate. “His conscience 
did not convict of sin.” The priest went into a passion 
and literally kicked Mr. Liddy out of the church. 

Followed a period: of alienation from all religion. 
Then in passing a Dublin street meeting he heard the 
following words sung: . 


Oh, why was He there as a Bearer of *Sin 
If on Jesus thy guilt was not laid? 

Oh, why from His side flowed the sin-cleansing blood 
If His dying thy debt has not paid? 

This turned his heart toward Christ. He came in 
contact with evangelical -Christians, among them Dr. 
Long of Limerick and Father Conellan, a convert from 
Rome. - Later he offered himself as a colporteur~ of 
the Presbyterian Church and sold in-the twenty. years 
of his service tens of thousands of copies of Scripture 
and engaged in innumerable conversations -with his 
Roman Catholic countrymen. 


Brief Notes.—The gigantic sum of $56,000,000 
was cofitributed last year by American Jews to vari- 
ous charities and public causes. One cause, however, 
is not represented in the long roll of gifts. No mis- 
sionary projects are supported. The Jews have no 
Gospel to’ share with others. . One gift of $250,000 
was made to the Museum of the American Indian. It 
is for the study of the past not for the blessing of 
the present-day Indian. But the time is coming 
when, the whole center of gravity of Jewish interést 
will shift and then we shall have missions and mis- 
sionafies on a splendid scale. “For if the casting 
away of them be the reconciling of the world, what 
shall the receiving of them be, but life from the 
dead?” (Rom. 11:15.) ... . The entire receipts of 
the China Inland Mission. for the past fiscal year 
were $1,056,342. In 1930 three of its missionaries 
were cruelly murdered and six died of typhus con- 
tracted while caring for famine sufferers. The en- 
listment of the two hundred new missionaries has 
been successful.. A Liberal writer has called this 
great mission “reactionary.” : Certainly its theology 
is satisfactory to the Christians who support it so 
amply with their gifts and to the Lord who blesses 
it in every other way. ... Recent reports of the 
Waldensian Church affirm that their work of evan- 
gelization is finding a remarkable eche in all classes 
of the population throughout Italy. In Rome, Florence, 
and many other Italian cities numbers of Catholics 
attend Waldensian services regularly, finding in them, 
so they say, the substantial spiritual nourishment they 

They cite the case even of a marquis of the Pope’s 
Noble Guard whom one sees constantly at Waldensian 
services. ... Clean Air is the good name of the organ 
of the Scotch anti-tobacco movement, the National 
Society of Non-Smokers. . ... The Inter-Racial 
Movement in South Africa, sponsored by Christian 
whites and blacks, is being opposed by a “Council: of 
Europeans for the Purpose of Combating Negrophil- 
ism.” The Vroue-Zénding-Bond, or Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society of the Dutch Reformed. Church. in 
South Africa, have opened a-training institute for 
Negro girls with a course of two years’ study in the 
Bible, ristian work, hygiene, child welfare, health, 
home-making, sewing, and domestic science, The finan- 
cial burden is being carried by the women and girls 
of the Dutch Reformed Church, — - 

New “Hampton, N. H. : 
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The Gospel in the Crucifixion 
(Continued frum page 715) 


victim as their fee, and these, having performed their 
brutal functions, proceed to the division of the Sav- 
jour’s raiment, when they discover the seamless robe. 
It must not be rent. They will cast the lot to deter- 
mine the ownership. And the Spirit of God enlarges 
upon this feature of the story, lingering over it in his 
love, as though he would call our particular attention 
to what, otherwise, we might have passed by unnoticed. 
For that seamless tunic is the figure of another robe. 
It is that of which we hear the prophet’s full heart 
singing : 


I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with 
the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh 
himself with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth her- 
self with her jewels (Isa, 61: 10). 


It is that “best robe,” required to fit the returning 


prodigal for the Father’s house and for the feast which 


the Father’s love provides. 

Adam and Eve, in their expensively purchased 
knowledge, discovered that they were naked. And 
that shameful word became God’s description of the 
sinner’s moral state—NakeED! Nothing of his own 
in which to hide; having no righteousness to commend 
him; sin his only claim upon God! He must have 
a garment — one of God’s own pattern, of his mate- 
rials, and of his providing, its color, a death-stain. 


Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God 
make coats of skins, and clothed them (Gen. 3: 21). 


Here is the first emergence in Scripture of the great 
truth of vicarious sacrifice. ‘Those animals must die, 
their blood be spilt, to provide a garment for that 
naked pair. Again and again does this symbol of 
salvation appear in Scripture until here at the cross 
its full meaning is made plain. 

Behold them for whom it is provided: his foes! 
Hands stained with blood bear that garment away. 
Mert guilty of his death appear in his raiment. Won- 
drous grace! “When we were enemics, we were 
reconciled to, God by the death of his Son” (Rom. 
5:10). For us whom sin had alienated and who 
weg at enmity against God, who hated him for all 
his love, has that garment been provided. 
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Behold its infinite cost. The Lord of Heaven hangs 

in nakedness and shame upon a felon’s cross, not 
*shrinking from the terrible price demanded by our 
sin, John’s is the burnt-offering Gospel, and in keep- 
ing with its character dwells upon this detail. For the 
burnt offering was flayed that all its perfection might 
be seen, and the skin was given to the priest. So 
now they strip the Lord of his clothing that it might 
be given to others. 

Let none think of adding to the value of this robe 
or of enhancing its comeliness by any works of his 
own. It is the most beautiful dress our God has 
ever seen, the “best robe’ —no inferior garment suf- 
ficing for our need and none better to be found. Read 
again Isaiah’s song and learn that the Saviour’s ‘rai- 
ment not only covers your moral nakedness, hiding it 
forever, but is at once an adornment for God’s holy 
eyes: “As a bridegroom decketh himselé with orna- 
ments, as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” 

The soldiers cast the lot to decide whose the robe 
shall be. The lot was Israel’s recourse for determin- 
ing the mind of God, as it is written: 


The lot is cast into the lap; but the whole dis- 
posing thereof is of the Lord (Prov. 16: 33). 


That is, when the lot was cast to decide a matter, 
the choice was God’s, And what has he decreed as 
to “the robe of righteousness”? Only this, that it 
is for the man of faith—for the believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as it is written: 


Even the righteousness of God which is by faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve (Rom. 3: 22). 


This wondrous story is the Gospel, and the Gospel 
is a testimony to be believed, not something to be 
done. It is the record, not of what God expects men 
to do or: to become, but of what has been done once 
for all for them. The moment a sinner believes the 
Gospel, God’s righteousness is upon him — vivid still 
the figure of a garment—covering him from head 
to foot and establishing him in a perfected position 
before God. This is that “grace wherein we stand” 
— saved and safe forever! This is God’s Good News. 
The naked sinner may come to Jesus’ cross to say with 
Paul, “The Son of God who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me,” and return clad in the garments of 
salvation. 


(To be continued) 
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eevee of Early Palestine at Beth Zur 


A bone engraving, Greek coins, and a large reservoir 


by archeologists 
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to the public notice, as at Casa Grande, in Ari- 

zona (the Gila River district now figuring so 
much in reclamation projects of the United States), and 
more especially among the marvelous ruins of the 
Mayan civilization of Yucatan, Mexico. I couple these 
two locations together because it is not at all impossible 
that. the Casa Grande people were of the Mayan folk. 
At any rate it becomes more and more manifest that 
the white man did not introduce civilization in Amer- 
ica. The archeologists at work in these ruins claim 
positive evidence of a_high civilization in Yucatan 
before the birth of Christ, and even in the Gila dis- 
trict before the sailing of Columbus. Oliver Ricket- 
son, Jr., under the Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton has been exploring enormous ruins at Uexactun 
and has found great buildings as always among the 
Mayas, and bone implements, red pottery, and small, 
polished, black clay pots. The city was. well laid 
out, with garden plots for all the dwelling houses. 
The explorer believes that the Mayas inhabited that 
site for 2,500 years. It is even hinted that the Yucatan 
ruins may be antediluvian. The conclusion announced, 
that the Mayas, were certainly. the first inhabitants 
because their remains are upon the rock bottom, is not 
conclusive. It only’ shows that such are the oldest 
remains still there. Earlier remains may have been 
cleared away, and certainly at other points there may 
have been occupation at-an earlier time. 

Pittsburgh Post Gazette. 


A MERICAN archeology is more frequently coming 


+4 
Where Was Tirzah the Beautiful? 


‘THE beauty of Tirzah, the first capital of the 
Northern Kingdom, is celebrated in the Song of 
Solomon (6:4). Baasha the king was -buried ‘there, 
so that royal tombs might now be found there. Until 
Samaria was established as the capital, Tirzah con- 
tinued to be the seat of Jereboam’s kingdom and that 
of his successors. Tirzah the beautiful; yet no one 
knows where Tirzah was located. 
Dr. Alt, those indefatigable searchers of Palestinian 
sites, have tried in vain to determine certainly where 
this charming city was. In a very technical discussion, 


Dr. Albright and: 


Dr. Albright considers what evidence there is of the 
location of this city. The potsherds from Ahab’s 
palace, his wine and oil cellars, in fact, at Samaria, 
make it certain that Tirzah was to the northeast of 
Samaria. The Song implies that it was a _ choice 
place among the palaces, shall we say, or summer re- 
sorts, of Solomon, and those potsherds indicate that 
the old administrative provinces or districts of Solo- 
mon were still. continued under the Northern Kingdom. 

Little by little sites are being determined and many 
corrections in identification made. After a time we 
shall be able to have maps of the Bible land much 
more correct than at present. But—#it will be some 
time before the mapmakers will be willing to destroy 
their plates and make ‘new ones. 


Dr. Albright, Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society, 
page 241, 1931. 
we 


The Mysterious Ruins of Petra 


Ee tPORTS are being made to get full and cordial 
permission to excavate the famous ruins at Petra. 
They have been explored again and again, but there 
has always been too much of a turbulent spirit among 
the Arabs of that community: for reasonable safety 
in undertaking to excavate. Recent attempts had to 
be discontinued because of the opposition of the natives. 
But much survey work has been done, and a rather 


j 


* unseemly controversy has arisen between Dr. Dalman 


and Dr. Nielsen. Dr. Dalman, like many another 
archeologist, has been quite disposed to see religious 
significance in nearly every construction.or cutting in 
the rocks. Though religion did enter into daily life 
in a way that rather puts to shame the so imperfect 
application of Christian faith to daily life, much to 
‘our discredit, yet certainly not everything they did in 
the olden time was religious; there must have been 
an ordinary life also_lived by the people. On the other 
hand, Dr. Nielsen reduces Dr. Dalman’s identifications 
almost to the vanishing point. . Perhaps Dr. Robinson’s 
view, as wn in The Sarcophagus of An Ancient 
Civilization,” which regards many of the ruins at 
Petra as sanctuaries, but reserves a large number 
for the ordinary uses is more nearly correct. 
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We shall all await with renewed interest the complete 
excavation of the Rock-cut City of Edom. 


Dr. Nielsen and Dr. Dalman in Journal of the Palestine 
Oriental Society, 1931. 
ve 


Early Greek Influence in Palestine 


OT American, but by Americans, was the im- 

portant excavation at Beth Zur, Palestine, which 
lies a little north of Hebron. This was an expedition 
organized by the Presbyterian Seminary of Chicago 
under the leadership of Professor O, R. Sellers, a 
member of our Kirjath-sepher Staff, with Dr. Al- 
bright also as adviser. A vast amount of material of 
historical value was obtained. To mention the most 
important: first, there is the strong evidence of preva- 
lent Greek influence in Palestine long before the time 
of Alexander and his Greek conquest of the East. 
Dr. Sellers says “at least a century and a half” be- 
fore Alexander. He adds that this thought is “not 
new to historians and archeologists,” which is quite 
true. Professor W. Max Miiller in his Egyptological 
Researches for the Carnegie Institute in 1906 found 
indubitable evidence of Greek influence in Egypt 
(around by Palestine) as early as 2,500 years B.C. 
However, this idea, so well known to archeologists, 
is slow in reaching critics who still argue against ap- 
parent Greek influence in the Book of Daniel until 
after the conquests of Alexander. Again an arche- 
ological fact is able to settle a critical wrangle. 


“ : 
The Cancerous Canaanite Religion 


3 pkts ZUR has also produced another Canaanite 
cult object, or rather an engraving on bone re- 
vealing a cult; it is of a Canaanite of about 1600 
B. C. standing in a céremonial attitude. This may 
now be addéd to the incense. altar of Taanach, and 
the snake goddess, and the lioness and table for Tiba- 
tions from Kirjath-sepher. Little by little the religion 
of the Canaanites comes to light. It is not commend- 
able; more and more the reason for the mandate of 
extermination of the Canaanites is elucidated. Can- 
cerous growths have to be removed. 


. 
Coins That Help the Historian 


SEAL reading “To Gaalyahu, the son of the 

king,” is curious, but not ‘intelligible. The form 
seems rather Aramaic than Hebrew and may point to 
the time of Nehemiah. The report of stamped jar 
handles of the Middle Bronze Age strikes me as 
rather surprising; the later ones of the timé: of the 
Judean kings, from Hezekiah onward, are quite 
familiar. Besides these earlier relics, there are an 
unusual number of ‘coins of the Hellenistic i 4 
279 in all. These are for the most part Palestinian 
imitations of Athenian coins. These coins are of the 
utmost value in arranging history in correct order. 


ve 
Were There Bathtubs at Beth Zur ?. 


A FEW tombs were fotind, but, as so often, they 
were disappointing. cemetery was not found, 
as we have not yet found it at Kirjath-sepher. 

A great reservoir, thirty-five feet in. @ameter and 
twenty-five feet deep, was of unusual interest; doubt- 
less primarily for a water supply, but with some sug- 
gestion of a secret passage-way out of the + lea 
cement-lined room with fixtures suggesting a ba’ 
(which may more probably be for industrial purposes, 
though a bath was found) is still to be seén, at a 
watch tower in the wall of Hezekiah at Jerusalem. 
So these at Beth Zur may after all be bathtubs. 


Dr. Sellers in Alumni Review, Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, Oct., 1931. 
we 


A New Expedition to Kirjath-Sepher 
LANS for the fourth campaign at Tell Beit Mir- 

sim, Kirjath-sepher, are now 
We expect to work in the summertime, begi 
the middle of June and ending in August. It wiil be 
pleasant news to all those i in this work to 
hear that we are to have the same unusual Staff of 
experts in various Old Testament work that’ we had 
in 1930. I think only one finds it impossible to be 
with us. The results at Kirjath-sepher have been so 
helpful in Bible studies in the culture of Palestine that 
much attention is now given to it by all writers on 
that subject; the results of our work and ‘its exact 
Stratification make it in some respects a standard. But 
that which is of most interest to all lovers of the Bible 
is that results here, in comparison with those at other 
places, furnish so many parallels to Bible narratives. 
Indeed,- wherever. we touch the Bible story, we find 


the same story in the;potsherds and other relics. 
The prospect of another season of such good work - 


‘ 


, 


ing about 


is very alluring, and T hope that Dr. Albright and my- 


self and all the members of our Staff will be followed 

by Trves readers, and by their prayers, as they will 

follow the account from week to week. 
PrrrspurGH. 
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LESSON 1. JANUARY 3. THE SON OF GOD BECOMES: PARE 


International Uniform Lesson.—John I : 


Golden Text.—He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.—John 14: 9 

















Kine James VERSION 
t In the beginning was the Word, and 


‘the Word was with God, and the Word 


was God. 
2 The same was in the ‘beginning with 


3 All things were made by him; and 
without him was not any thing made that 
was made. 

4 In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men. 

s And the light Shineth in darkness; 


* and the darkness comprehended it not. 


6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John. 

7 These came for a witness, to bear 
witness of the Light, that all men through 
him might believe. 

8 He was not that Light, but was sent 
to bear witness of that Light. 

9 That was the true Light, which light- 
oie every @nan that cometh into the world: 

10: He was in the world, and the world 
was mgde by him, and the world knew 
him not.. ; 

11 He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
t In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. 3 All things were made 
through him; and without him * was not 
anything made that hath been made. 4 


_In him was life; and the life was the 


light of men. 5 And the light shineth in 
the darkness; and the darkness * appre- 
hended it not-~6 There came a man, sent 
from God, whose name was John. 7 The 
same came for witness, that he might bear 
witness of the light, that all might be- 
lieve through him. 8 He was not the light, 
but came that he might bear witness of 
the light. 9 * There was the true light, 
even the light which lighteth * every man, 
coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world was made through 
him, and the world knew him not. 11 
He came unto ®his own, and they that 
were his own received him not. 12 But 
as many as received him, to them gave he 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
them gave he power to become the sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: 


13 Which were born, not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh; nor of the will 
of man, but of God. 


14 And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth. 


15 John bare witness of him, and cried, 
saying, This was he of whom I: spake, 
He that cometh after me is preferred be- 
fore me: for he was before me. 


16 And of his fulness have all we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace. 


17 For the law was given by Moses, 
but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. 


18 No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
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to them that believe on his name: 13 who 
were *born, not of ‘blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. 14 And the Word bere me 
flesh, and *dwelt among us (and we be- 
held his glory, glory as of ®the only be- 
gotten from ‘the Father), full of grace 
and truth. 15 John beareth witness of 
him, and crieth, saying, **° This was he of 
whom I said, He that cometh after me is 
become before me: for he was ™ before 
me. 16 For of his fulness we all re- 
ceived, and grace for grace. 17 For the 
law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No 
man hath seen God at any time; “ the only 
begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, he hath declared him. 


1Or, was not anything made. That 
which hath been made was life in him ; 
and the life, etc.. 2 Or, overcame. See 
ch. 12:35 (Gr.). *Or, the true light, 
which lighteth every man, was coming. 
“Or, every man as he cometh. 5*Gr., 
his own things. * Or, begotten. * Gr., 
bloods. *Gr., tabernacled. *° Or, an 
only anor from a father. Comp. 

eb. 11:17. 7 Some ancient author- 
ities pea (this was he that said). 
1Gr., first in regard of me. ™Or, 
grace upon grace. * Many very ancient 
authorities read, God only begotten. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin ¢ 
"President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


‘OOD News of God’s love, written by the be- 
loved = le, concerning the well beloved Son 
‘of the Father: this is the Gospel accerding to 
, the best loved book in the world. It was writ- 
we who read and those who hear the story 
tt become God’s dearly beloved sons. 
“Show us the Father,” Philip said to the Lord, 
“and it sufficeth us.” That is what the Lord had been 
doing for “Philip fore more than three years. And 
that is what he Gospel of John is to do for us. To 
see Christis the aim of our study, and this 
will indeed satisfy the. human heart. 


The Historical Setting 

Eternity and time meet in these opening verses of 
the Sublime Preview of the Gospel. Matthew's 
eginning goes back to Abraham, then to the Virgin 
Birth of Xbrabeate’s great Son. Mark’s “beginning 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God,” takes 
us at once to John the Baptist’ $ ministry, preparing the 
way of the Lord. Luke begins with the birth of John 
and the birth of John’s Lord, and then carries the 
genealogy back.to Adam. John includes all these be- 
ginnings, though he omits the earthly details of the 
our Lord and of his forerunner, and he omits 
the earthly genealogies, going back -to that beginning 
“before the world was.” Written by John toward the 
close of the first century, when all of the New Testa- 
ment was complete except for his own writings, his 
‘ou es and sets the seal to the four Gospels, 
as j climaxes the Epistles, and as the Rev- 

elation sets the seal to the whole Bible. 


Verse by Verse 

John “1: 1.—In the beginning. pote all time. 
Christ is the Ges and Omega, the beginning and 
the end’ (Rey. 1:8; 22:13), and as there is no end- 
ing to “the end,” so there is no beginning to “the 
beginning.” Finite words must be fitted to infinite 
meanings. The Word. The Greek logos means both 
reason or thought, and the expression of the thought. 
So Christ is the express image of God, the revelation 
of God to all creatures. John did not borrow this 
title from. philosophic speculations on apt ‘Logos. It 
is God’s name org 19: 13).. Was with God. There 
is a distinction of Persons in the 


has fellowship-with the Father. What a fellowship! 
The Word was God. eS ee 
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Hebrews 1:8 Pig 3 ae Acts 20:28; 1 John 

20; Titus 2:13 CR. V » man) 2 Peter 1:1 (R.° 

mar.). 

Verse 3.—All things were made by him: more ac- 
y, “through him.” All things are from the 


the right to become children of God, even 


Godhead: the Son—|} 
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Father, as the Source, through the Son, as the Channel, 
by the Spirit, as the Agent. 


Verse 4.—In him was life. Only God has life in- 
herently. Christ is the Life and the life giver. The 
life was the light. These searching words forever 
link truth with life, doctrine with experience; there 
a no bins apart from life; Christ is the Light because 

e is Life. 


Verse 5.—Shineth in darkness. As the life is the 
light, so darkness is death, and this is God’s pro- 
nouncement on the world; it lies in darkness (1 John 

5:19). The darkness comprehended it not. Literally, 
did not lay hold upon or grasp it, meaning either to 
understand, or to apprehend in the sense of overcom- 
ing or conquering. Our Lord’s word in John 12: 35, 
“fest darkness come upon you” or overcome you (same 
word), seems to favor the glorious meaning that the 
light will surely triumph, will never be put out by 
darkness. It is also true that darkness cannot under- 
stand light (1 John 3:1). 


Verse 6.—There was a man. A man “came to be,” 
intentionally different from “the Word was” (eter- 
nally existed). 

hose name was John. This name is mentioned 
nineteen times in the Gospel, and never called John the 





The Word 


By Amos R. Wells 


8 iis Word was in the beginning, and the Word 
is all along; he triumphs in creation, he chants 
the morning song; he leads the march of the ages 
unconquerably strong; a// glory to the Word of God! 
The Word that spoke in he and formed the 
creatures there, proclaimed the truth in Galilee, the 
Father’s loving care, and then on darkest Calvary 
uttered salvation’s prayer; a// praises to the Word 
of God! ‘The Word was bord in the depth of earth, 
in the midst of its sin and strife, in a world of sor- 
row and wretchedness ‘ with deadliest agony rife; 
and out of its struggle the Word brought peace, and 
out of its death brought life; thanksgiving for the 
Word of God! The Word was born in the blackest 
dark of earths most horrible night; the Word was 
born in the woe of men and sin’s unspeakable 
blight; and lo! to the woe the Word gave joy, to 
the dark the Word gave light; ail blessings on the 
Word of God! "The Word came down to the sons 
of men, the Word came down to his-own; and some 
received him with joyfulness and to some he re- 

mained unknown, and all who received him knew 
he grace from the heavenly ee God's 
pnt in the Word of God! 





-and all the prophets who were 
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Baptist’ as in the other three Gospels, one of many 
proofs that John is~the writer. 

Verse 8—He was not that Light. How careful is 
the Holy Spirit to distinguish the Son of God from 
all his witnesses, and how eager is the Enemy to blot 
out that distinction. Our Lord calls John the Baptist 
“a burning and a shining lamp” (John 5: 35). 

Verse 9.—The true Light, that is, the real Light, 
of which all material light is the shadow, the temporary 
type, as “the true bread,” “the true vine.” Lighteth 
every man. This is not “an inner light” of Christ 
possessed by every man. A Scotch translation reads, 
“beameth for ilka man.” But the meaning is that 
every man who is lighted must be lighted from Christ 
(2 Cor. 4:4). That cometh into the world. John’s 
subject is the coming of the Light into the world, and 
this is doubtless the meaning here, not that a man is 
lighted as he comes into the world. 


Verse 11.—He came unto his own; “his own things,” 
his own creation, particularly. Palestine. His own 
received him not, that is, his own people, primarily 
his people Israel to whom he was sent. 


Verse 12.—As many as received . . . even to them 
that believe. The tragic note of rejection in John is 
ever paralleled by the glorious note of acceptance. To 
receive him means: to believe, to believe the truth of 
this revelation, that he is God. Power to become the 
sons of God. Literally, authority or right to become 
children of God. All authority.has been given to 
Christ, and his supernatural power is available for the 
miracle of the new birth to those who believe. 


Verse 13.—Born ... of God. God the Holy Spirit 
is the agent in the néw creation (the new birth) as 
he was in the old, when he “moved upon the face of 
the waters” (Gen. 1:2; John 3: 8) 

Verse 14.—The Word was made flesh. Here is the 
climax: God became man. He was always God’s Son, 
but he was not always human. And dwelt among us. 
The word is “tabernacled” among us, and so his tak- 
ing our flesh is the wonderful antitype of Tabernacle 
and .Temple: Immanuel, God with us. And he will 
be man forever, God and man in two natures and 
one Person. The only begotten of the Father. As 
God. was always Father, so Christ was always Son, 
eternally begotten, that is eternally in that relationship: 
God did not become Father at some point in time.. 
We beheld his gl This is John’s own personal 
witness, and may refer especially to the outshining of 
His glory on transfiguration mount; but all his earthly 
life was a manifestation to man of his glory. 

Verse 15.—He that cometh after me is preferred be- 
fore me. Literally, “was first of me.” Christ was the 
Forerunner of his own forerunner. 

Verse 16.—Of his fulness have all we received. John 
before him drew their 
message from the fullness of him who was before all ~ 
of them (Heb, 1:1). And grace for grace. A prob- 
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able meaning of this difficult phrase is “grace upon 
grace,” exceeding, abundant grace, heaped up. 

Verse 17.—Grace and truth. The mercy and truth, 
or lovingkindness and truth, of the Old Testament are 
incarnate in Christ (Psa. 85: 10). 

Verse 18.—No man hath seen God. As infinite Spirit, 
God is invisible and unapproachable by finite man (1 
Tim. 1:17; 6:16). But this does not mean that the 
infinite God cannot manifest himself to his finice 
creatures. The only begotten Son. The two oldest 
manuscripts read, “only begotten God.” Robertson and 
other scholars regard this as the true reading, on 
the principle that it is not likely “only begotten Son” 
would be changed to the very unusual expression “only 
begotten God.” He hath declared him, The Word of 
God is the “image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15), 
and the invisible God made visible. So the sense of 
the verse is, “No man can see God except in God the 
Son who was made. flesh.” 


A Lesson Outline 


1. What Christ Jesus Was from All Eternity. God, 
the eternal Word, the Creator, the Life, with the 
Father in the bosom of his love. 


2. What He Became for Us. He became man, one 
of us, and dwelt on earth, full of grace and truth. 


3. What He Did for Us. He brought Light in the 
darkness, saving grace and truth, that we might be 
born again and see God 


4. What We are to Do with Him. We must re- 
ceive him, or receive him not, believe in the Light 
or abide in darkness. What we were: in darkness, 
dead, blind. What we may become: children of God, 
born of the Spirit, seeing God. What we are to do: 
believe (John 20: 31). 

Let the teacher draw from the class, as far as pos- 
sible, the answers to each heading and also the verses 
in the lesson that give the truth. 


Special Lesson Topics 


The Deity of Christ. 
are to be found in these eighteen verses. (1) He-is 
directly called God (1, 18). (2) He does what only 
God can do: creates, gives life (3, 4, 12). (3) Attri- 
butes and perfections of God are ascribed to him: 
eternity dullness, life (1, 2, 4, 13). (4) The title 
“only begotten” means that he is. God (14, 18; cf. 
John 19:7 with 5:18). 

The Trinity. The word Trinity does not occur in 
the Bible, but the fact that God is Father, Son, and 
Spirit is written on every page of John, and is the 
foundation of the Bible revelation and of our Chris- 
tian faith. It goes beyond our reason but does not 
contradict reason, Father, Son, and Spirit are “with” 
one another, have personal relations, and we express 
this distinction in human words by speaking of three 
Persons. But in substance the three are one God, and 
the word God sometimes refers to the triune God, 
sometimes to the Son and to the Spirit, and often to 
the Father as distinct from the Son. Our lesson re- 
veals also that God was frem all eternity in his essen- 
tial being, Father, Son, and Spirit. 


Parallel Passages. The truth that Jesus is God 
shines from every page of the New Testament, but 
there are four chapters in- which the truth is pre- 
eminently set forth: John 1, Hebrews 1, Colossians 1, 
and Philippians 2. Study them, and notice how the 
Lord Jesus is one with God and one with men in each 
of these tremendous passages, and how the truth is 
always presented in connection with redemption. Two 

. other great “beginning” chapters should also be noted 
as parallel with John 1: Genesis 1 and First John 1. 


* Practical and Personal Applications 


Applying the Key Verse. Every teacher and student 
should memorize John 20:31, and apply to each les- 
son this inspired statement of the purpose of the writer. 
The present lesson deals with all three questions in- 
cluded in the verse: Who .Jesus is; What Life is; 
What believing means and what it does. 


The Definiteness of the Choice. Every man re- 
ceives Christ or receives him not. It is a question 
not of feeling but of, decision. 


The Assurance of Salwation.. If we have chosen 
Christ, let us thank God for eternal life. His Word 
‘tells us we are children, born of God. 


The Enjoyment of the Life. As Christ in the bosom 
of his Father rejoices in the Father’s love, so we as 
the children of his love are to enjoy the peace, light, 
guidance, wisdom, strength, forgiveness, and all that 
is ours in Christ who is our Life. 

Light that Conquers Darkness, Truth that Guards 
from Error. Let us be warned against any teaching 
that denies the truth that Jesus is God: it is of Satan. 
Modernism, Rutherford-Russellism, Christian Science 
or Eddyism, Unitarianism in many forms are among 
the “isms” that reject the revelation of John 1: 1-18. 


Are We Among the Witnesses? What a precious 
responsibility we have to witness to. the Light we have! 
Our Jewish friends, our friends led astray through 
false teaching, and every unsaved man whom we may 
touch need the witness. 


Four proofs that Jesus is God: 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadeiphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1, January 3—The Son of God Becomes Man ..John 1 : 1-18 


2. January 10.—The First Disciples ............ John 1 : 19-51 

3. January 17.—Jesus and Nicodemus ........ John 3: 1-ar 
4. January 24.—Jesus and the Samaritan Woman. 

John 4: 1-42 

5. January 31.—Jesus Feeds the Multitude ..John 6: t-71 
6. February 7.—The Siavery of Sin (Temperance 

EBOGOR)...o oviccecdvevssgecoruseesesaseveviosss John 8 : 31-36 


y. February 14.—Jesus and the Man Born Blind. John 9: 1-41 
8. February 21.—Jesus the Good Shepherd ..John 10: 1-42 








Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
“Believe and live,” is God’s Good News. 


“God hath spoken’; and Jesus Christ is his com- 
plete and final Word (Heb. 1:1, 2). 


Only God can save, and Jesus Christ is the only 
Saviour because he is the only God 


“Jesus Christ is God my Saviour,” is a six-word 
confession or creed that sums up the Gospel. 


Christ the Creator came to his world and became 
part of his creatures forever. 


Men never*come to Christ through the Father, but 
always through the Son to the Father. 

John’s Sublime Preview is truth for the beginner as 
well as food for the full grown. 


The miracle of the Incarnation marks the first new 
thing that God created after he rested from his work 
of creation on that first Sabbath day. 


God was love from all eternity and his Son, who 
was “in the bosom of the Father,” was the special 
object of his love: a Unitarian God with no object of 
love is contrary to reason. 


Our faith rests on facts: John 1: 1-18 is history! 
Cotumaia, S. C. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Words for the Word.—In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God (v. 1). The Lesson Committee in giving us 
the present three months in John have printed this 
at the head of the circular: 


AIM: To bring the pupils to a deeper appreciation 
of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, and to win them 
to acceptance of him as their personal Saviour; also to 
strengthen the faith of those who already trust him and 
to quicken their zeal in winning others to Christ. 


And for twenty-five long years this same aim has 
been: the sole reason and excuse for this Corner. I 
have piled’ up many words here in the twelve to thir- 
teen hundred lessons; but every one of the uninterrupted 
weekly bunch of words has had for its object, and 
only object, to present Him who in our lesson today 
is called “The Word.” Last Sunday afternoon on my 
return from Rock Run Sunday School I listened over 
the radio to a famous New York preacher on “The 
Reality of God.” He iterated and reiterated for sev- 
eral minutes, “In the case of Jesus, God was very 
real to him.” Never once did he tell his millions of 
hearers that Jesus himself was God. He did not say 
as the Gospel does, “And the Word was God.” This 
Corner for twenty-five years has been convinced that 
the Book is true. Every word of it is God’s Word and, 
“shall accomplish that which I please” (Isa. 55:11). 
The other Sunday a lawyer from Kentucky, coming 
East over the Pennsy, stopped for a visit to the Iron 
Rose Bible Class. I turned him loose on the class. 
He handed the teacher bouquets and taffy in his talk 
to the boys. Here is a posey I liked a lot. This Ken- 
tucky lawyer said he had recently written a will for 
a very rich client, in which the client had willed $100,- 
000 to establish a chair of the Bible in a college, and 
$2,000 a year to the State Sunday School Association 
— because for twenty years he had sat every week in 
this Corner and been inspired by it. Say, do you hear 
the music? Well, the many thousands of words about 
the Word have not been in vain in the Lord (1 Cor. 
15:58). (P. S—Since the above was written “the rich 
client,” who was Philip A. Gaertner, has died. He left 
$100,000 to Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, $25,000 to 
the Sunday School Association, and built a Sunday- 
school room for $20,000.° So the Corner will teach 
the Bible and help Sunday-schools long after the 
Corner is empty! oral: Give all the rich laymen 
a subscription to the Tuwes!) 


Rights.—To them gave he power to become the 
sons of God (v. 12). The Revised Version has “the 
right” to become. There are all sorts of rights. I 
have always been interested in patent rights. Remem- 
ber Riley’s “Grigsby’s Station”? “Pap’s got his patent 
right and rich as all creation.” .That is to say, a good 
patent right is-something worth having. E once 
in a while you will read of great lawsuits over riparian 
rights, very valuable. The big utility com- 
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panies have been buying up water rights along the 


rivers and building great dams for power. Note that 
after securing the rights comes the power. And away 
that power goes to the distant city. It would be a 


dumb-bell class that could not tell you many of the, 


wonderful things this hydro-electric power can do. 
Now here is thetanalogy: When a man or woman re- 
ceives Him they have not a patent right, or a water 
right, or a dower right, but a Heaven Right. If this 
Heaven Right is improved as it should and can be, 
and often is, up goes a power plant that will a 
the blessings of light and health and uplift to the worl 
The Moodys, the Chapmans, the Torreys, the Sundays 
in evangelism. The Jerry McAuleys, the Hadleys, the 
Trotters, the Taylors in rescue missions. The whole 
army of missionaries in the foreign fields that I would 
not know where to begin to mention or stop. Guess 
you will get the point! (Acts 1:8.) Not far from 
Coatesville, the Philadelphia Electric Power Company 
bought up the water rights on the Susquehanna River. 
They have, made a great dam at Conowingo where 
they have made a lake thirteen miles long. It is a 
great water power. Thousands of people visit it and 
see with wonder the great turbines with their genera- 
tors spinning out power like giant tops. The power 
from the old Susquehanna and these enormous tops 
are lighting my home, warming me as I write, run- 
ning my radio, doing a lot of the housework. Ditto 
for the neighbors. What I am trying to tell is if we 
Coatesville and Squedunk Christians will just improve 
our Heaven Rights we, too, can light and warm: and 
bless old Coatesville and Squedunk. And the one is 
no more mysterious than the other. 

"hy We Smile.—Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ (v. 17). “The law was given by Moses.” For- 
merly, Law. Now, Grace and Truth.¢ The Jewish 
leaders* were great sticklers for the law. Jesus called 
them hypocrites (Matt. 23:23). These sticklers for 
the law did not hesitate to employ false® witnesses, 
professional liars, and do the innocent to death. They 
were themselves actually liars and murderers. There 
is probably more tall lying in the courts of justice 
than in any other spot on earth—not excepting the 
horse bazaar or the Izaak Walton Club! No, not the 
lawyer. That old slam does not hold: A large part 
of the good lawyer’s business is in exposing the lie 
and. getting at the truth. “Cross-questioning,” they 
call it. I have just finished readi 
fense.” It is the biography of one of England’s great 
lawyers, Sir Marshall Hall. When I read how ear- 
nestly the English courts strive to arrive at the truth 
I take off my hat to’ Cousin John Bull. I might fur- 
ther say in passing that as I read the life of Sir 
Marshall Hall I kept thinking all the time what a 
wonderful man his great gifts would have made him if 
he could have tied up with Heaven, to Law had added 
Grace and Truth—the ornaments that came by Jesus 
Christ, in short an active Christian. But after all the 
only interest we who are Christians have in the law 
is entirely academic. Our schoolmaster! (Gal. 3:24.) 
The Truth has made us free. We are under Grace. 
We just laugh at old Judge Law when he says 
“Guilty,” and the sentence is “death.” (Yes, I know 
it is a little mixed, but then lots of judges begin as 
schoolmasters!) The “Home Secretary” recommends 
our case to the King and the grace of His Majesty 
sets us free from the law of sin and death. It is be- 
cause of grace and truth by Jesus Christ that we smile 
through our tears when a redeemed loved one goes 
Home. We know where and when we shall meet 
again. “Where?” Up there. “When?” Absent from 
the body (Rom. 6:14; 2 Cor. 5:6-10). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


Ws ee eee 
by the writer himself? 

2. In what ways are this first chapter of John’s Gospel 
and the first chapter of Genesis related? 


3- How many vivid photographs of Jesus Christ does 
jones display in the first four verses of his Gospel? Name 
em. 


4. What names are given the Lord Jesus in this pro- 
logue ? 

5. What four chapters in the New Testament specially 
present Tesus Christ as God, and how do they all link 
him with man? 

6. Where is the Holy Spirit mentioned in the first 
eighteen verses of John, what does it reveal concerning 
him, and how do we know it refers to him? 

7. How many great fundamental doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith are set forth in the first eighteen verses of John? 

8. What essential facts in the true doctrine of the Trin- 
ity are made clear in the opening verses in John? What 
is revealed about the fellowship of the Father and Son 
from all eternity? Does this make it more difficult or 
easier to accept the truth of the Trinity? 


, “For the De- 
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Lesson for January 3 


9. What tragic notes of rejection do we 
find in the first eighteen verses of John, and 
what glorious notes of acceptance? 

10. Does John teach that all men have 
the light of Christ and that all will be 
saved through him? Hf not, how does he 
teach that men are lost? 


11. How many times does John use the | 


word “believe” in his Gospel? 

12. What is the other most prominent and 
illuminati word that. John uses, besides 
the word “believe”? 

13..What statemem here is confirmed by 
Christ’s own words in the last hours of 
his earthly life? . 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the 
Preceding week are given on one of the later 
pages of this issue. 


¥ 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel Ss. Low 














MarertaL: A young man. 





WANT you to suppose with me that 
the door here is the door to the 
private office of the owner and manager 
of. one of our great department stores. I 
have finally passed the office boy and the 
various secretaries, and am to be admitted 
to the office of the ident. 

(Knock at the q 
man opens it and asks you in.) 

But I don’t want. to see this young man, 
I want to see the president, the man who 
is at the head of this concern. _ 

(But the young, man is speaking.) | 

“I am the owner’s son. My father is 
in Europe, so. you cannot see him, but 


_ if you. see me, it is the same as seeing 


my father. 


. 1 must see your father. -I 


He and I are in perfect 
accord. Any agreement I make is as 
binding as if he made it. He has given 
me as much power as he has. himself. 


.. Seeing me is seeing my father. You can 
only do business with my father through 


- If I am sensible, I'll! do. my business” 


with the son, because he is his father’s 
representative here. But there are peo- 

who would turn away, and say, “No, 
can’t believe 


that you. are your father’s son, and rep- 


-. resent. him.” 


Isn’t that just what men are saying to 
? 


I believe in God. I worship God. But 
I can’t believe in Jesus Christ. 1 can’t 
believe in the Virgin Birth. I don’t be- 


_ lieve Jesus Christ is. the Son of God. 


But Christ said, “He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father,” and the Father 
witnessed from Heaven, “This is my be- 


- loved Son, in whom ,I am well pleased.” 
. Also, “He that honoureth not the Son 


honoureth not the Father.” 
God the Father: sent God the Son here 


"to be the Saviour of the world, becoming 


the Son of Man, but being still the Son 
of God, and the express image of the 
Father. 


Mopesto;. CAL. 
we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
‘t& Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee that into our dark and needy 
world One came who brought the life which 


: was the light of men. We-thank thee for 


we “have. life: 


the ‘Word, the living eternal Word, by whom 
May we this day lift up.our 
eyes to behold his glory, and to see beyond 
the commonplace of our lives into the heaven- 


* ‘fies, through the revealing power of the Spirit. 


‘May he who was in the beginning with God, 


and who was God, find us today the beginning 


-of a-new and deeper faith, a clearer vision of 


thyself, O Lord Jesus, our light and our life. 


_In thy dear name we. pray. Amen. 


the Lesson.—Men talk so easily 


=. After 
and lightly about Jesus Christ. Yes, they 


call him a great teacher, leader, founder 


Of a teligion that is probably better than 


\ others, and so on. But look at that first 
“Verse of this’ Gospel of John! 


Read it 
slowly. Read on a few verses. Then 
think! Oh, such a Lord as we have! 


What eternal power and glory are his! 
. How can 


be content to call him 


merely great! It is a wonderful correc- 
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tive of such ideas of the Lord Jesus to 
read and reread this lesson. But there 
is a terribly sad verse in the lesson, “He 
came unto his own, and his own received 
him not.” Have you received him? Have 
you accepted him as your Saviour? Why 
not say “yes” to him today, now, while 
the pastor leads us in prayer? 





CHRIST, THE WORD 


IN Him Lichtor MAN 
IS HE YOURS? 





or, and the young. 











ie 
Lesson Hymns 


“J Know God’s Promise is 
“Once For All.” 

“My Redeemer.” 

“Is He Yours?” 

“Saved by the Blood.” 
“Hallelujah! What a Saviour.” 


w 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leafket explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


The Word Defeats Islam.—And the 
Word was God (v. 1). A paragraph in 
The Moslem World tells of a missionary 
having painted in Arabic on the walls of 
a mission building in northern Africa 
the words of John 3:16. Next morning 
there was a blank in the text. During 
the night some Mohammedans had come 
and painted out the words “his only 
begotten Son” — for Islam denies that the 


True.” 


, NOT A 


NW [BAF 





Ss 


1m (he 


2 | 


hat a 
he sav ! 


ath age 


\ 


SCHOOL ‘TIMES 


Lord Jesus is God’s Son — denies indeed 
that God ever had a Son. Their action 
i was symbolic. .In North Africa Christian- 
ity was once supreme. What the midnight 
visitors did on the mission wall Moham- 
medanism has done in North Africa. But 
the missionaries who put the text up on 
their wall were not to be beaten. The 
words which the Moslems deleted were 
promptly restored, only to be blotted out 
again; again they were restored, and again 
blotted out; and the strange struggle 
went on until the Mohammedans grew 
weary and left the text alone. Then 
followed a remarkable result. The words, 
“his only begotten Son,” had been so 
often painted in and painted out that 
they could be read more clearly than all 
the rest; and when the bulk of the text 
had faded, “his only begotten Son” still 
stood out, vivid and insistent—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


An Earthly Prince, and the Heavenly. 
—He came unto his own, and they that 
were his own received him not (v. 11, 
R. V.). When George V was crowned 
king, his eldest son went to the old Welsh 
castle of Carnarvon to be received as 
Prince of Wales. Accompanied by David 
Lloyd George, greatest of living Welsh- 
men, he approached the castle door. All 
within was still. The door was closed 
and barred. He knocked, but there was 
no answer. He knocked the third time 
and the bar was drawn, the door was 
flung wide, and, as he entered, the castle 
was glorious with light and the hall vocal 
with song. The Prince had come unto 
his own, and his own received him with 
singing welcome. It was not so with the 
Prince of Peace. “He came unto his own, 
and his own received him not.” “He was 
in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knéw him not.” 
To dream such a thing is absurd. It is 
too wonderful, too strange, too humanly 
impossible, not to be true. It is incred- 
ible, but it is history. It belongs to faith, 
but it is fact. There was no room for 
him!—From The King’s Business. Sent 
by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
Prize illustration. 


Can We Believe the Virgin Birth? 
—And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, 
| the glory as of the only begotten of the 
Father,) full of grace and truth (v. 14). 
A Christian Jew and a non-Christian Jew 
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were conversing about the Vifgin Birth. 
“If I should tell you that a child had been 
born in this city without a father, would 
you, believe it?” said the non-Christian. 
“Yes,” eeplied ithe Christian, “if he should 
live as.Jesus livéd."—-Anonymous. Sent 
by Mrs.°E. FX Baker; Kernersville, N.C, 


More to Follow.—And of his fulness 
have all we received (v. 16a). Rowland 
Hill received a hundred pounds to send to 
an extremely poor minister, . Thinking it 
was too much to send him all at once, he 
sent him five pounds in a letter with simply 
these words, “And more to follow.” After 
a few more days came another, and still 
the same words, “And more to follow.” 
So it continued twenty times, the good 
man being more and more astounded at 
each letter. Now every blessing that 
comes from God is sent in just such an 
envelope with the selfsame message, “And 
more to follow.” “I forgive your sins, 
but there is more to follow.” “I justify 
you in the righteousness of Christ, but 
there is more to follow.” “I adopt you 
into my family, but there is more to fol- 
low.” “I educate you for Heaven, but 
there is more to follow. And when you 
land in the world to come there shall still 
be more to follow.”—Condensed from C. 
H. Spurgeon, in “Biblical Illustrator,” by 
Joseph S. Excell. Sent by Mrs. A. Sig- 
nore, Westfield, N. J. 


Washed by Law, or by Grace.— 
For the law was given by Moses, but 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ 
(v. 17). A missionary had roped off 
his space and had begun to make prep- 
aration for his stay among the Africans. 
The little black children gathered around 
in open-eyed wonder at the vision of a 
man working with a pair of hands that 
were absolutely white. By and-by one 
little fellow mustered up courage to crawl 
under the ropes. Then he crept across 
to the grass where the man was working. 
Then the man felt the touch of little fin- 
gers upen the leg of his white trousers. 
Little by little they crept up the trouser 
legs, and then they took hold of. that 
wonderful white hand. A moment they 
clutched fast. Then a childish voice piped 
out, “Oh, Missionary, won’t you please 
tell me the name of the river where you 
washed your hands?” Friend, will you 
tell me the name of the river where. you 
washed your sullied soul? Was it called 
Law, or was it called Grace? Can the 
commandments wash away the deep-dyed 
stains of a sinner’s soul? Surely not. 
Only Jesus Christ can do this —From 
J. H. McConkey. Sent by Mrs. Lizzie 
K. Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


God’s Vocabulary.—Grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ (v. 17). Chxistian-® 
ity is the final religion. Christ himself 
is God’s last word. The Theosophists 
are looking for a greater, but we know 
from the New Testament that a greater 
need not be expected. The Christ has 
come. I speak quite reverently when I 
say that. God has exhausted his vocabu- 
lary. He has spoken his last word. If 
there is any hope for the world it is to 
be found in Christ. If it cannot be found 
in* Christ, it cannot be found at all.— 
From W. Graham Scroggie. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham 


Gi pte! the little ones around you, 
IS and before you open your Bibles tell 
them the wonderful story; repeating from 
memory Luke 2: 8-20. Oh, the hush that 
comes over the.little ones as the Word. 
of. God.is recited, 

Then repeat the lovely hymn: 


While shepherds watched their flocks by _ 
night, . 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the. Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 


Now we will read all about it in God’s 
letter, the Bible. What a wonderful story 
it is! Who is the little baby lying there 
in Mary’s arms? The Lord Jesus Christ. 
God sent angels from the land in which 
he lived to tell- the rds about the 
birth of his Son. For there in that. man- 
ger was the One who, before he came 





faa” 


to the earth to be born as a baby, had 
made the world, the sun, the stars, all 
the fruit trees, all the flowers, all the 
birds, all the fishes, all the animals — who 
made us! 

You know, children, that the Lord 
Jesus Christ had always lived with his 
Father above the bright blue sky long, 
long ago, but now he who was God’s 
only Son game down to this earth to tell 
men and women and boys and girls how 
“_ God is. He came to show them 


But the sad, sad part about it was that 
they did not recognize. him. When he 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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| their great enemy, Satan. 





* profundity, and 
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grew up to be a man they might have 
known he was God, for never nian spake 
like the Lord Jesus, or did such’ wonder- 
ful deeds. We read in God’s letter: “He 
was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not.” 
Suppose I took Mary, there, and dressed 
her up as a little Chinese girl. That 
would not make her a Chinese girl, would 
it? She would be no less an American 
girl because of her Chinese clothes. No 
more did it make the Lord Jesus less 
God when he chose to become a baby and 


grow up as a man. , 

And God took ‘such trouble, children, 
to tell those people who that baby was 
that was born in a manger. There was, 
first of all, Mary; then Joseph; then 
the shepherds; then the wise men; then 
a man named John. John said to those 
people: “The man you see there 1s God. 
And he has come that you might become 
the children of God. He has power to 
make you children of God.” Oh, John, 
told them over and over again who the 
Lord Jesus was. 

And you know, later on, Philip, one 
of the men who was allowed to become 
a friend of the Lord Jesus, once said 
to him: “Lord, show us the Father and 
we shall be satisfied’ And the Lord 
Jesus looked at Philip and said, “He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father. Philip, 
you asked me to show you You 
have seen him.” Suppose you ask me to 
show you a golden coin. If I showed 
you a silver one you could not go home 
and tell your mother that you had seen 
a golden coin, could you? You asked to 
see a golden one, but I showed you some- 
thing different. Not so here. They asked 
to see God, and the Lord Jesus Christ 
said: “You have seen him. He that 
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” God 
the Son became a man that we might 
know God. Oh, children, how wonder- 
ful it is! Every one ought to love the 
Lord Jesus. When we think of what it 
must have meant to him, the King of 
Heaven, to become like us! 

You know, children, that long ago, be- 
fore the Lord Jesus was born in that 
manger at Bethlehem, — while he was still 
living with his Father, — he used to come 
and visit the people on the earth he had 
made. He used to come often and talk 
with Adam in the Garden of Eden. Then 
Enoch was sometimes allowed to go for 
a walk with him. Then several times he 
paid a visit to Abraham. That was in 
the long, long ago, right at the beginning 
of what we call time. And do you know, 
children, the Lord Jesus told some of 
these friends of his that one day he 
should be born as a babe and grow up 
like them, that he might save them from 
And. he told 
them there was only one way by which 
he could save them, and that was to be- 
come a man and take the punishment of 
their sins by dying in their place. 

For, alas, children, through a sad thing 
that happened in that long ago time we 
were all born sinners and all needed a 
Saviour. So it was no wonder that the 
angels rejoiced when they came down 
from Heaven to bring the glad news that 
at last the Saviour had come. What did 
the angels sing? (Repeat from memory) 
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy. ... For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Norwica, Enc. 


‘Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
(x1) The most wonderful introduction to 4 
(2) The most wonderful Book, concern- 
ing 
(3) The most wonderful Message God 
ever sent to man. 











OT -hyperbole, nor extravagarice, but 
simple truth is stated in the plan 
suggested above for introducing the study 
of the Gospel: of John to your girls. Can 
eg match ris? prologue of John’s Gos- 
even in y Scripture: in A 
sublimity ? Gale Conese 











I1:1-5 and Hebrews 1:1-3 approach it 
in sheer majesty of speech and bigness 
of truth, and John 1: 1-18 surpasses both 
in scope, since the former states only 
God’s creative power in the natural uni- 
verse, and the latter sums up God’s re- 
demptive work in his Son, while John’s 
prviogue combines both these basic truths. 
_ How to interest young girls of this 
light-minded decade in anything so pro- 
founds You can do nothing better with 
your time with them than to help them 
memorize these verses, with intelligence 
and appreciation. Once they are so incor- 
porated into their mental structure your 
girls will have for constant use the God- 
given answer to the question, “What is 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ?” No other 
single passage of Scripture is so rich in 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith. 

But how to get the girls interested 
enough to make the effort to memorize 
these words? Appreciation is the key to 
that solution—help them to appreciate 
John 1: 1-18 through class analysis and 
discussion before you set them the task 
of memorizing it. Said a girl about thir- 
teen years old, once, to this writer, when 
she was requested to restate the meaning 
of these verses in her own words: “Oh,” 
—after a few minutes quiet thought — “I 
can’t do that! I would ruin it — it is too 
beautiful just as it is! Why, listen!” And 
forthwith she began to read aloud those 
opening sentences in a very earnest and 
deliberate manner, showing she was com- 
prehending much of their import. 

Call the girls’ attention to the extreme 
simplicity of the words used—so few 
passing the one-syllable limit of old 
Anglo-Saxon speech. “Comprehend” (or 
“apprehend” of the Revised Version) is 
the only one calling for any explanation, 
probably. Simplify the work by breaking 
the whole into several thought units: 1-5 
is the first of these, accounting for the 
nature and mission of Christ (the Word 
of God), followed by the explanation 
about the part John the Baptist had in in- 
troducing the Word to men; verses 6-8, 
which might be thought of as a parenthe- 
sis between the first and third thought 
units here. Follows John’s statement of 
the mission of this Word of God to the 
world, verses 8-13, recording the double 
result of his work, the rejection by his 
own nation and the reception by faith by 
the many who “received” him, Verse 14 
is the climax verse—the most glorious 
“Christmas” verse in our Bible, and the 
memory lesson may very well stop with 
this, though 15-18 relates this prologue 
to the whole Book which it introduces; 
(1) John’s work as forerunner, (2) 
Jesus’ relation ‘to the old faith of ‘the 
Hebrews, and (3) the Son’s revealing of 
the Father to men. 


Home Study 


Surely now your girls will try to memo- 
rize these words by next Sunday — the 
best possible beginning for their studies 
in John’s Gospel, as well as the best use 
to make of this New Year week. 

Decatur, Ga. 

ve 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CurRISTIAN YouTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YOUTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age. young 
peopie published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CuristiAN YoutH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNnpay 
ScHoo. Tres. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from. The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 

1. What does John himself give as the 
purpose of his pel? 
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2. Why may we say that John’s Gospel 
goes back even farther than the Book of 
Genesis ? 

3. How’ many terms are used in our 
lesson verses to describe the Lord Jesus 
Christ? 

4. What two contrasting pictures does 
John give us as showing the effect of the 
Light coming into the world? 

5. How do men and women become 
“sons of God’? a ~ 

6. What important witness or herald 
did God send before he sent his own Son 
into the world? 

7. Was this the only herald God ever 
sent? If you think there were others, 
name some of them, 


4 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Light. ° 

Discussion: Turn the fellows loose a 
few moments telling uncomfortable expe- 
riences they have had in the dark — 
physical darkness. Then draw for them 
the spiritual parallel. 

Objective: Walking in the Light. 











ELLOWS, we begin today a three- 

months’ visit with John the Apostle. 
It may be a great visit— One that will 
wonderfully refresh our spirits and tre- 
mendously strengthen our faith — leaving 
us more fit to be good soldiers of Jesus 
Christ. There are some people who help 
you that way. To come in contact with 
them makes you sense the of 
the Holy Spirit and brings Jesus Christ 


closer. You feel stronger when you leave 


them and you have a clearer conception 


of your task. John is that kind. Of 
course, his pen is t y the wisdom 
and the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
in that general sense all the human agents 
used in preparing the Bible reveal 
him to us; but there are variations in per- 
sonalities, whose traits and characteristics 
give individual emphasis, The Holy 
Spirit makes use of these. Just as you 
and I, fellows, are different; no two of 
us alike; nor could we to save our lives 
deliver God’s message exactly. alike, . but 
each in his own way, flavored by his per- 
sonality. : 

John has a- number of distinctive 
“flavors” in his record. Several of them 
crop out here in these first eighteen verses 
of his Gospel which we study today. We 
will take only one, and there is all too 
little time to do that justice. It is Light. 
John presents Jesus Christ to us at the 
very outset, as Light— The Light. 

In the first four verses he shows Jesus. 
to us as (1) God, (2) The Word, (3) 
Creator of the universe, (4) Essence and 
sum of all life, and (5) The Light of 
the world. 

We are looking.at Jesus Christ now as 
The Light. It is a most helpful way to 
look at him. It clarifies our understand- 
ing of the other attributes named. “In 
him was life; and the life was the light 
of men” (v. 4). If you want a fair illus- 
tration of the tremendous significance of 
this statement, go into a dark room on a 
dark night, close the door and walk about. 
Several things will happen. Most likely 
first you will (as I did in trying this ex- 
periment) bark your shins against a chair. 
Then you will butt your forehead against 
an open closet door. If you could have 
a flash light picture of yourself you would 
be impressed by your pathetic attitude, 
because you are groping about like a blind 
man, trying to feel your way, making eyes 
out of your hands; but unfortunately 
hands can only “see” what they touch, 
and that is a sadly limited range of vision. 
When you have groped a while, you say 
this is foolish—to stumble around in 
darkness when I could have light. And 
you feel your way to a little button. at 
the side of the door and press it. .In- 
stantly, from a globe-at the center of 
the ceiling, there bursts a white glow that 
floods the room with light. What happens 


to you then? A lot happens. You are 


transformed in the twinkling of .an eye 
from a bent over, confused, and groping 




















Lesson for January 3 


heey to an erect and confident one. 
Straighten up and walk about with 
pais Bey assurance. You do not bark your 
Chie, nor bump your head; you go 
directly to the pe PE etd you want ‘to go and 
‘find the object you are. seeking. The 
différence is because of the light. 
Fellows, I think the analogy is clear 
without. much explanation, . Jesus Christ 
is the Light. Without him, one gropes 
=. the dark; a darkness far more dense 
confusing and hopeless than may 
_ be og hrstery a dark room on a dark 
night. “ Without the Light, one suffers 
many needless bruises — bumps into many 
unnecessary casualties. Spiritual dark- 
~ ness ‘is kifling’; it is sin, and “the wages 
_ of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23). A fellow 
may kid himself into thinking a certain 
code of morals will light his way to suc- 
cess and satisfaction, but he will sooner 
or later find that the inevitable fall from 








An Old-fashioned 
Christmas 


At Chalfonte-Haddon Hall Christ- 
mas is celebrated with a fine old 
There are carols good-will and good-cheer. 
carols... 0 ae of holly 
» Christmas trees . . . stockings 
stuffed with phere kh for the chil- 
dren. oe8 plump family turkey for 
- . dinner. All the joys of the old-fash- 
ioned Christmas t the long 
hours of work and srepengittes. 
Bring the children and spend a 
happy holiday week — surrounded 
by the hospitable warmth of Chal- 
fonte-Haddon Hall. This is a grand 
place for overgrown grown-up fam- 
ilies too. There are indoor recrea- 
tions. There’s the gaily decorated 
boardwalk, The bracing ocean air. 
Your Christmas at Chalfonte- 
‘Hall cheery and 
economical, for 1931 rates are in 
effect. Write for information. 
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a merely moral code is just about the 
worst of all smash-ups, 
was trying something like that, when the 
Lord Jesus Christ met him in the way, 
and the glory of that Light struck him 
blind. But even in his physical blindness, 
the Light flooded his soul and he saw 
and yielded his life to Jesus Christ. 

It is a great mystery, fellows; and yet, 
our part in dealing with it is so simple 
that a little child may receive its bless- 
ing. God handles the mystery, but shows 
us clearly how to deal with it. Receive 
it. Enjoy it. Grow and achieve in it. 


You sometimes hear a fellow say he can- 
not accept what he cannot believe and he 
cannot believe what he cannot understand. 
Suppose he reasoned that way about the 
electric light bulb! Mr, Edison said 
shortly before he died that as yet we 
know almost nothing about electricity. 
Shall we reject electricity in all its illumi- 
nating and power-giving helpfulness be- 
cause we do not understand its mystery? 

“Then spake Jesus again unto them, 


‘| saying, I am the light of the world: he 


that followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life” 
(John 8:12). 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 27) 
« The Holy Spirit. 


2. Not less than forty-seven papieciniia times 
in these twenty-eight chapters. Whose 
ox are here recorded, after all? 

. There are some thirteen such instances, 
ae “counting the repetition of the vision to 
Paul on the Damascus road, as he retold 
this event, nor the quotation from. Joel 
oben such visions. 


“From the Macedonian cry that called 
Patil over into Europe, to the last page he 
penned just before he paid the supreme de- 
votion to his. faith” (Snowden). 

5.. Only the northern shores of Africa, so 
far as Paul knew the world of his day. 


6. Doubtless his triumphant death, as his 
life, was upon an ascending scale of faith 
and power to the end. See his valedictory: 
“T have fought a good fight.” 


7. Nowhere is the actual event recorded, 
but Paul’s own allusion to it in his last 
letter to Timothy as immediately near ac- 
cords with the extra-Biblical tradition that 
he was beheaded in Rome about 67 A. D 


8. Not at all. Every man’s God-planned 
life is different. Our God is a God of in- 
finite variety. Every man can live a life 
of achieving power by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit, according to the design of the Great 
Architect. 

9. Romans 12:1, 2. 


10. Perhaps only Moses, with certain 
Psalms of David, continue to influence the 
thought of the whole world as much as does 
Paul, except of course the Gospels among 
believers in Christ. 





Children at Home 











An Indian Shepherd Boy 
By Hugh D. Smith 


Mr. Smith is a brother of Wade 
€. Smith, who draws the “Little 
Jetts.” Children who read the Times 
have sent him old toys, games, and 
other things at Christmas time to give 
to the littie Indian children in 
Arizona. Perhaps many would like 
to do it again this year, and especially 
after reading this little story. 


INALE LITSUI is a little Indian 
shepherd boy, and he lives with his 
le in the Navaho Desert in Arizona. 
e, with his burro, Tellie Yassie, herd 
about one thousand sheep — all alone. * 
A few days ago I was visiting in his 
home when he-came in with the sheep. 
It was the middle of the afternoon, and 
he had been out all day. He Saw my 
horse outside and must have known: that 
a stranger was there, for he was so shy. 
His mother was eating lunch and he 
edged around to where she was sitting 
and began to eat the corn bread cooked 





in the ashes. Binale is about ten years 
of age, but he does not look more than 


six or seven. He had a bandanna around 


Saul of Tarsus | his head to keep the big black locks of 


aie 


hair out of his eyes, and I noticed 
| kept his eyes on me constantly}. 
mother told him to take the sheep outs 


remaining in which they could be grazed. 

As Binale went out I noticed the shabby 
dress he wore and thought of the great 
number of boys and girls who would like 
to know him as I do, and thought they 
might like to send him some. Many things 
discarded by other children would ‘be 
prized by him and bring cheer to his 


heart, There are several thousand of 
just such boys and girls herding sheep 
as Binale is doing, and they all know 
about the white man’s “Kishmas,” as they 
call Christmas. They ask me in their 
tongue, “How many days till Kishmas?” 
or “Do kwis kango Bey answer, “Ta-deen 
do-ba-an sosit is kango,” which means 
“Thirty-seven days till Christmas.” 

The readers of the Tres have been so 
good in sending me things at Christmas 
for these little shepherds, and again this 
year I shall be only too glad to hand 
them out to them — even discarded things 
left over from last Christmas. Packages 
should be addressed to me at Tuba City, 
Arizona. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. ro. What Shall I Dé with My Money? 
Luke 12: 13-213 15: 11-19 

Jan. 17. My. Share in My Home. Luke 2: 
40-51; 15 2 15-31. 





Sunday, January 3 
What Jesus Teaches about Truthful- 


ness 
(John 8 : 32; 18 : 37; Matt. 5 : 37) 


Consecration meeting) 


again and make good use of the few hours’ f 





Mon.—Jesus, 

Tues.—Jesus 
7» 13). 

Wed.—Jesus’ truthfulness 
(Matt. 22 : 15-22). 

Thurs.—Fasehood is Satanic (John 8 : 44). 

Fri—Jesus abhors hypocrisy (Matt. 23: 
1-5). 

Sat.—Jesus wants sincerity (Matt. 6 : 22- 
24). 


the Truth (John 14: 6). 
told the truth (John 16: 


* recognized 











What harm does falsehood do? 
Is a lie ever justifiable? Why? 
What are “white lies’? 


cE F YOU tell the truth,” wrote Chinese 
Gordon to his sister, “you have in- 
finite power supporting you; but if not, 
you have infinite power against you. The 
children of kings should be above all 
deceit, for they have a mighty and a jeal- 
ous Protector. We go to other g 
Baal, etc..— when we lie; we rely on 
other than God. We may for a time 
seem to humbug men, but not God. It 
is ero y worldly silliness to be deceitful. 
, be open in all your ways. It is 
a ite’ around your loins, strengthening 
you in all your wayfarings.” 


A falsehood always has a double effect. 
It misrepresents and deceives the one to 


character of the one who tells it. We 
need to recognize .that even a so-called 
“white lie” aligns us on the side of Satan 
and opposed to God. The Bible tells us 
that Satan is a liar and the father of 
lies (John 8:44), while the Lord Jesus 
woe himself, “I am ..-, truth” (John 
I 

One lie, like all sin, predisposes us to 
another and makes the way easier. . We 
all are familiar with the fact that a single 
lie may often entail many others as we 
endeavor to support and lend an air of 
truthfulness to the first lie. 

The habitual liar becomes a menace not 
only to himself but to all with whom he 
comes in contact. He leads others to 
trust that which is false and to act upon 

false premises or false information. The 
\ habitual liar soon finds himself in the 





whom it is told, and it breaks down the — 
















Raise Eleven 





Times 


‘‘T want to relate what the 
_Lord has done to a family 
since they contribute to the 
cause of the Jewish mission. , 
The head of the family, a 
man about 45 years of age, 
has received a raise in salary 
eleven times since they have 
contributed to the cause of 
bringing the gospel to the 
Jews, which, of course, is 
only secondary to the spirit- 
ual blessings the Lord has be- 
stowed upon them.” (Name 
and address in our files.) 


You see, it’s this way; the Jews are 
God's property, and you can’t touch 
them for good without some blessing 
sticking, as a contagion, to you; no 
less than did the poor woman who 
said, ‘‘ Let me but touch the hem 
of His garment !’’ 


Do you know of anything more di- 
rectly in the line of God’s blessing 
than helping those ‘‘of whom as con- 
cerning the flesh, Christ came”? Or, 
do you know of any other tod ed or 
person concerning whom He said, 
**T will bless them that bless thee” ? 


Our work merits your every con- 
fidence. Our field is not only the 
2,000,000 Jews of New York, but 
the 4,000,000 Jews of America. And 
through co-operating missionaries 
we are represented, and our Yiddish 
publications are being distributed, 
in all the important Jewish centers 
of the world. In America, Branches 
are being established in the larger 
cities as the Lord gives us the 
means and the workers. Your hel 
and prayers are always needed, 
‘The Chosen People,” loved by 
many Bible students for its helpful 
information on Prophecy and the 
Jews, is sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you ? 


American Board of Missions 
To The Jews, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS 
Head’s S.S. Record ror SecRetany 


AND TREASURER 
For 27 classes, $1.50. 65 classes, $2.00 


Head's S. S. Class Books 


Simple, time-saving. Gives a perfect record 
of entire school. 
TRY IT THIS YEAR! 
A returnable sample copy of beth books for 
examination on request 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 156 Fifth Ave, New York 























| Quick Relief! 


For rashes and all forms of itching, 
burning, disfiguring skin irritatione. 
Cuticeura Ointment 
Price %e. . edd Dept. B, 
A Postcard =r 


‘TORREY’S Famous Vast-Pocxet Herr. 
more Lowy A cers of your 
copy of T. 

1932; recy Sree and postpaid 


GIST OF LESSONS 1932 FREE 














M ‘nore Sunday Schoat teachers or officers of your 
rasan’ encene Charestene? 
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PELOUBET’S 
Select Notes 


For 1932 (sath annual volume) 

By AMOS R, WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
(International Uniform Sunday School Lessons) 
A DEPENDABLE HELP 
FOR ALL TEACHERS 
Loyal to the Bible— abreast of the needs 
of teachers — a deeply devotional spirit, 
with suggestive methods and interpreta- 
tions that challenge— visualizes Oriental 
places and customs — full maps, illustra- 
tions and charts, by one a hin America’ = 
foremost Bible authorities. 

Postpaid, $2.00 


Test Your Bible Knowledge 
“KNOW-YOUR-BIBLE” SERIES 
and Answer Books 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE ? (60th thousand) 
1500 questions on great events and characters 


GO TRL YOU GUESS (20th thousand) 
400 soctions of 5 questions each pointing to 
correct answers 


BIBLE SAYINGS (New) 


tomaneenten cece esc 


Answers In back, yg 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY - Boston 





“Christian Life” 

Series 

Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


| intacuntiinal Unitor=s ‘Lossen Testes 
‘Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 


THOUSANDS Are Using 
Arnold's Practical Only 
Cummentary, 1932 


With its hints to teachers, il- 
lustrations, blackboard exer- 
_ cises, questions, maps, etc., it 


supplies the need for a good all-around 

commentary on the International Sunday 

School Lessons at a popular price. 
ORDER A COPY NOW 

FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New York 


EARN $25 WEEKLY 
— SPARE TIME — 


Write short wepapers and new 


teste eet 
Raf hy ha 


ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while! 
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place where he is not believed even when | ity was never for a moment laid aside; 


he speaks the truth, 

All human relationships are affected by 
truth and falsehood. We hear a great 
deal today about the lack of confidence as 
the reason for business depression and 
unemployment. Lack of confidence comes 
principally because of lies. Things have 
been misrepresented, —the value of cer- 
tain stocks, of the security of certain 
banks. By bitter experience some have 
found out the misrepresentation. Conse- 
quently men are afraid to believe any- 
thing that is told them. 

But is a lie ever justifiable? Some 
have argued that there are circumstances 
that warrant lying, that good may come 
of a lie, as when a desperately ill person 
asks about his or her condition. How- 
ever, if it were possible to lie without 
harming or offending another, or if it 
were even possible to benefit another by 
lying, there is still the unalterable fact 
to be faced that no man can lie with- 
out doing harm to his own nature and 
sinning against God. A lie is essentially 
evil and we are never to do evil, even 
- the intention that good may come 
ot it. 

What then is a “white lie’? There is 
no such thing. All lies are black because 
they are of the pit. We cannot imagine 
the Lord Jesus ever telling a falsehood 
even to help or make it easier for anyone. 
We must recognize here that truth does 
not necessarily demand ‘that. all must be 
told. There may be cases where it might 
be unwise to tell everything to a child or 
a sick person. Concealment may be a 
duty, but lying never. Even on this ground 
we need to be wary, for concealment may 
— some instances the equivalent of 
a lie. 

Nearly forty years ago Dr. H. Clay 
Trumbull wrote these words that we need 
to heed today: 

“Today, as in all the days, the chief 
need of men, for themselves and for their 
fellows, is a likeness to God in the im- 
possibility of lying; and the chief longing 
of the community is for such confidence 
of men in one another as will give them 
assurance that they will not lie one to 
another. There never was a lie uttered 
which did not bring more of harm than 
of good; nor will there ever be a harm- 
tess ie, while God is Truth and Satan is 
the father of lies.” 


PHILADELPHIA, 





For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

i on the International Uniform Sunday 
oi Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 28 to January 3 
Mon.—John 1: 1-9. Jesus the Eternal Word. 


Our Lord Jesus is “the Word” because 
God reveals himself or his Word by him. 
In Abyssinia, a famous traveler tells us, 
there used to be an officer, the Kal Hatze, 
the word or voice of the king, who stood 
always on the steps of the throne, at a 
lattice window, where there was a hole, 
covered in the inside with a curtain of 
green taffeta. Behind this curtain the 
king sat, and spoke through the aperture 
to the Kal Hatze, who communicated his 
command to the officials, judges, and at- 
tendants. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Columbia Bible College (Hampden and 
Pickens Streets, Columbia, S.C., R. C. 
McQuilkin, President) that its manage- 
ment may be guided im an unusual oppor- 
tunity to get building material for its 
summer Conference near Asheville, N. C., 
at a very low price; for all its needs; for 
ali Bible School financial and other needs. 


Tues.—John 1: 10-14. The Incarnation. 


The pre-existence of Christ is the crux 
of the virgin birth, He was from. all 
eternity, he was before all things” (Col. 
1:17); a Person distinct from God the 
Father and yet one with him; nothing 
less than perfect God, and the source of 
all light, especially spiritual light and life. 
He took upon himself human nature in 
order to save sinners; and yet his divin- 


it was only veiled. He is “God mani- 
fest in the flesh.” 


PRAYER SuGGESTION: Pray for the Rev. 
and Mrs. L. L. Legters recently in Yucatan, 
Mexico, in the interest of the Pioneer 
Mission Agency (80 Stafford Bldg., 1114 
Chestnut. St., Philadelphia); for God’s 
blessing to rest upon the: Mayan Indian 
workers and the Indian believers after 
their conference on Life and Service; for 
the native Indians who will carry the Gos- 
pel to seven hundred and fifty thousand 
native Indians. 


Wed.—John 1 : 15-18. The Baptist’s Testimony. 


In Thomas A. Edison’s last days he 
said in answer to a question by his friend, 
Harvey Firestone, about immortality, “No 
one knows.” We must not judge Mr. Edi- 
son; let us hope that before his fatal 
coma he saw enough light to save his 
soul. But it seems tragic that he did not 
understand the Word of God that Christ 
alone has revealed God to man, and that 
— has been brought to light by 

im. 


PraAYER SucGcestion: Pray for the more 
than seventy young people who gave their 
lives to foreign mission service at the 
various summer conferences of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony held at America’s 
Keswick in New Jersey this year. 
Thurs.—Deuteronomy 18 : 15-19. 

Jesus’ Humanity Prophesied. 

The late Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Sir 
Oliver Lodge, and many others are trying | p 
to find God through Spiritism, In the 
verses preceding this “reading” (vs. 9-14), 
the inspiring Spirit definitely declares that 
God and salvation cannot be found there; 
and in verse 19 there is a solemn warn- 
ing that every. man will be held account- 
able for his acceptance or rejection of this 
prophesied Prophet, like unto but eer 
than Moses. 


Prayer Succestions; Pray for the bec 
A. B. De Roos of the Latin-American 


selling to the Othomi and other Indians 
as high as five hundred New Testaments 
a day at times; for funds to purchase 
many thousand more needed Testaments 
(four hundred and fifty dollars pays for 
five thousand Testaments, and gifts may 
be sent to the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
80 Stafford Bldg., Philadelphia). 
Fri—Hebrews 2 : 9-18. 
Purpose of the Incarnation. 

Alford, interpreting verse 14, puts into 
English an old Latin epigram: “Had not 
the death of death by death done death 
to death, that key were lost which Life 
Eternal openeth”; and adds, “The death 
of Christ brought to naught the age 
of the Devil in death, because that dea 


sin, but the atoning sacrifice for the sin 
of the world, all those who by faith ate 
united to him, can now look on death no 
longer as the. penalty of sin, but only as 
the passage for them, as it was for be 








NEW YORK’S NEW 


HOTEL 


LINCOLN 


Eighth Ave., 44th, 45th Sts. 
Times Square — New York 


Where modem scientific planning and 
management make possible rates surpris- 
ingly moderate. 1400 rooms, each with 
bath and shower. 
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Prayer Fellowship, whose workers are} 


of his being not the "penalty of his own } 


to a new and glorious life of triumph 
and blessedness. But for those who are 
not united to him, death, ret 


therewith all its manifold terrors.” 


Prayer Succestiovs: Pray for. the 
Spirit to work mightily through the New 
Testament and Psalms just translated 
into the Quichia Indian language of Bo- 
livia by the Bolivian India Mission; and 
pete pode ys ew i —_ vd 
into the Cakchique 1an language 
the Rev. and Mrs. Cameron Townsend, of 
the Central American ngtaiay 
twelve years’ labor, : 
Sat.—Acts. 1: 1-11. 
Jesus’ Retura * fd 
It was the Lord's pra pe oe 
that kept the fisherman’s faith from 
mate failure. . Bor aidereen tamioet, years 
the Lord hasBeen our Intercessor and 
Advocate in the presence of: the Father. 
We do not ponder enough the ministry 
of the Ascension on the part of the God- 
man in the glory, It ought to make it 
harder for a Christian to sin. Dr. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer says: “Do you think be- 
cause your sin is a ‘secret sin’ on earth 
that nobody knows about it? Secret sin 
on earth is open scandal in Heaven.” 
Prayer Succestion: Pray for the. all- 
pioneer work of the South frica Gen- 
eral Mission in Angola, where small as- 
semblies are springing up under the work 
of the Holy Spirit; that God may open 
e way to the long-closed country of 
Portuguese East Africa (send gifts 
through the Pioneer Mission Agency, 80 
Stafford Bldg., Philadelphia). 
sealers feces 2: S11, 
Soret: Dieonting. % 1: anomang 
Our Lord’s 


York, $1 75)5- tails 6 of a 
schoolgirl who had a motto on her aa: 
“T am Willing to = Third.” God was 
first with her, others second, self third. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Six Bias eens opened fai on the pe 
waters of the ee charge na- 
tives, self-supporting, self-governing, self- 

opagating, b ne the tone South Ameried 
ens oe (113 Fulton Street; 
New Yor 
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